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INTRODUCTION
Until now. the Northern Territory has lacked a checklist o( its native

land-mammals. To fill this gap I oiler the present compilation. It is

modelled on Dr. G. M. Stores List of Northern Territory Birds, and based

mainly on records derived from the literature and from unreported material

in museums, especially that in the Northern Territory Museum. Alice Springs.

All records used have been carefully considered, and a number of critical

and seemingly anomalous specimens re-examined. Those responsible for the

identification of material are gratefully acknowledged below.

! he text is straightforward and needs few words of introduction. Under
Range all known localities are listed unless the species is common and wide-

spread, when range limits only are detailed. The distribution maps, however,

show as accurately as possible all records used; records from Bathurst and
Melville islands and a few from Groote Eylandt. lacking further localization,

have merely been plotted within the boundaries given. Under Status appear
what lew remarks on abundance and habitat seem justified. Under Id.xuncniy

will be found tlOtices of recent laxonomie changes and a perfunctory coverage
of trinomial nomenclature.

My purpose throughout has been to provide a summary of the available

information, by which further records may be readily evaluated.

LIST OF SPECIES

With a few exceptions the scientific nomenclature follows Ride ( I 970 )

.

Where a locality record is unqualified by a bibliographical reference or the

abbreviated name of an institution, it has been taken from one of the two
main references, Finlayson (1961) and Johnson ( 1964).

Abbreviations Of Institutions—
AM; Australian Museum, Sydney.

AMNH: American Museum of Natural History. New York.

UMNH: British Museum (Natural History). London.

( SIRO: CSIRO Division of Wildlife Research, Canberra.

MCZ: Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard LJniversity,

( ambridge. Mass.
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MVZ: Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California.

Berkeley.

NMV: National Museum of Victoria. Melbourne.

NTM: Northern Territory Museum (Zoology). Alice Springs (at

present housed at the Arid Zone Research Institute).

QM: Queensland Museum, Brisbane.

SAM: South Australian Museum, Adelaide.

USNM: United States National Museum. Smithsonian Institution,

Washington DC.

WAM: Western Australian Museum, Perth.

MOINOTREMES
Tachyglossus aculeattis (Shaw, 1792). Spiny Ant-eater

Range and Status: Rocky areas and isolated outcrops throughout. In

the Tanami Desert, recorded amongst the giant mounds of Nasutitermes

triodiae (NTM files, 1965).

Taxonomy: The northern populations were referred to the race

/ MMcanthion (Collett. 1884) by Johnson ( 1964); see also Grilliths ( 1968).

MARSUPIALS
Antcchinus bdlus (Thomas, 1904). Fawn Antechinus

Map I

Range: South Alligator district: C oburg Peninsula (NTM 1961, CS1RO
I 965 ) ; between Mount Borradaile and Oenpelli ( NTM 1 968 » ; Cape Arnhem
Peninsula.

Status: Fairly common in some areas, inhabiting woodland.

Because Antechinus jiavipes is similar to A. bellus, the specimen from
Port Kssington recorded by Thomas (1888 : 292) and a second from the

Daly River recorded by Collett (1897:334) as "Phuseogate jiavipes

leucogaster" may be referable to A. bellus, and not to the quite different

A. bilami as suggested by Johnson (1954 : 78).

Antechinus maciilatiis Gould, 1851. Pigmy Antechinus

Map 2

Range: King River, north-east of Oenpelli (NMV 1915); Humpty Doo
(AM. WAM); Groote Eylandt. |Bentinck Island, north-western Queensland
(SAM 1962).]

Status: Unknown. Of the five specimens from Groote Eylandt only
one is accompanied by habitat notes: "|Umbakumba| . . . near the crest
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of a sandy ridge paralleling the shore, where wattle scrub is the dominant

vegetation" (Johnson 1964 : 440). P. F. Aitken, in lift., reports that he

secured the Bentinck Island specimen in conditions similar to those recorded

by Johnson.

The specimens collected in pandanus fringes, paperbark fringes and

thorn scrub on the floodplain of the Adelaide River at Humpty Doo, listed

as Vlanxgale ingrami by Davies (1960) are referable to the present species

(M. Archer, in Hit.).

_
1^'

r

<
va

r.A

Newcastle Waters

O Tsnnant Creek

O Alict Spr.nis*

*4

l~
1__

Map 1 Map 2

Taxonomy. The race A. m. sinualis (Thomas, J 926) was described

from Groote Fylandt. Archer, pers. comm., plans to transfer this species

to the genus Planigale, in which case the present vernacular name will be

inappropriate.

Antechinus macdonncllensis (Spencer, 1896). Red-eared Antechinus

Map 1

Range: North to The Granites (AM 1952), Helen Springs (AM, reg'd

1928), Alexandria and North Island, Sir Edward Pellew Group (Keith

1968), east in the south to Ringwood (NTM 1959).

Status: Widespread, and in some areas, e.g., the Petermann Ranges,

common, becoming rarer and more scattered in the northern part of its
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range; mainly amongst rocks, frequenting major ranges and isolated outcrops

alike. Two specimens from the Tananii Desert, however (NTM 1964, 1970)

were trapped at the bases of the giant mounds ui \asutiiermes triodiae in

belts of Melaleuca glomerata.

Taxonomy: Ride (1964:62) placed A. mimulus (Thomas, 1906,

type-locality Alexandria) in the synonymy of A* fnacdonnellensis.

Antechinus bilarni Johnson, 1954. Harney's Antechinus

Map 1

Range and Status: Uncommon, amongst rocks in rugged sandstone

country of the western escarpment of Arnhem Land: Oenpclli; Mount
Bonadaile (NTM 1968); Deaf Adder Creek (NTM 1969).

'Taxonomy: Ride (1970) placed bilarni in the synonymy of A,

mucdonnellensis, but Michael Archer (pers. comm.) on the basis of further

studies, considers that for the present it is best maintained as a separate

species.

Planigale ingrami (Thomas, 1906). Ingram's Planigale

Map 2

Range: Gulf of Carpentaria drainage and the Barkly Tableland [I awn
Hill Creek area, north-western Queensland, vide Troughton 1965 : 29-30

and remarks under A. de Lestang in Appendix 1| Red Bank Mine (AMNH
1959); upper Nicholson River (NTM-CSIRO 1967); Alexandria;

Brunette Downs (NTM 1970); Newcastle Waters (AMNH I960).

Status: Apparently not uncommon; blacksoil plains, dry swamps and

the perennial watercourses of the Gulf drainage. One of the Nicholson

River specimens was trapped amongst rocks at Block Waterhole. Remains
ai this species were frequent in bird of prey pellets collected on the cracking

blacksoil plains of Brunette Downs in 1970. See Van Deusen (1969).

Phascogale caliira Gould. 1844. Red-tailed Phascogale

Map 5

Range and Status: Alice Springs (Spencer 1896b : 30); Barrow Creek
and Tennant Creek (NMV 1901, two specimens obtained by Spencer &
Gillen). No other records.

Phascogale tapoatafa (Meyer, 1793). Grey-tailed Phascogale

Map 5

Range: Upper South Alligator River; Ocnpelli (NTM 1957); near

Patonga at 13 00', 132 22', one dead on road (NTM); Patonga, others

inside buildings at night, June 1969 ( D. Egan, pers. comm.): Yirrkala

(AM 1946).
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Status: Widespread but not common. The Oenpelli specimen was

caught by a cat. The Yirrkala specimen, collected by W. Harney, bears the

comment "climbs and sleeps in trees
7
'. The Patonga district is one of

lightly-wooded country with laterite ridges.
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Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to P. /. pirata

Thomas, 1904.

Siniiiiliopsis crassicaudata (Gould, 1844). Fat-tailed Sminthopsis

Map 4

Range: North to Willowra and the Bundey River drainage.

Status: Widespread, and following good seasons locally common.
Prefers more densely vegetated areas and softer soils than the next species

(sandhills, seasonal swamps, bore overflows and creeks).

Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to S. c. centralis

Thomas, 1902*

Sminthopsis froggatti (Ramsay, 1887). Stripe-faced Sminthopsis

Map 3

Range: North to Tanami (Glauert 1933:21) and Brunette Downs
(NMV 1968, NTM 1970).
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Status: Widespread and seasonally common: analysis of a large number

of pellets of Letter-winged Kite, ElfiflUS scriptus and Barn Owl, I yto alba

collected on Brunette Downs in April 1970 showed thai S. froggutli had been

an abundant prey species. It appears to prefer more open habitats and

harder ground than does 5. crassicaudata. On the Barkly Tableland in April

1970 it was found on treeless blacksoil plains, living in cracks in the earth

(P. K. Latz and D. Howe, pers. comm,); P. Byrne (in Spencer 1896b : 34)
wrote that around Charlotte Waters S. froggtitti seemed to prefer the stony

tablelands whilst S. crassicaudata preferred the softer ground near the creeks

and amongst the sandhills.

Taxonomy: Ride (1970) placed Sniinthopsis larap'uita Spencer, 1896
in the synonymy of S. ffOggQtth Troughton ( 1965 . 36; see also 1964 : 318)

placed Sminthopsis staikcri, Thomas. 1906 (based on two specimens from

Alexandria and Alroy Downs) in the synonymy of S. crassicaudata. Dr.

Ride, however (in ////.), regards stalkcri as a synonym of S. froggdtfo

Sminthopsis hiriipes Thomas, IS98. Hairy-footed Sminthopsis

Map 5

R&tigft Station Point. C'harlotic Waters; Lake Mackay area.

StatUSl Unknown. No recent localized material from the NT. There

is in the SAM a specimen collected 10 miles north of Warburton Mission,

cistern WA, in May 1968.

Sminthopsis psammophila Spencer, 1X95. Large Desert Sminthopsis

Map 3

Range and Status: The holotype (NMV) was collected by the Horn

Expedition on IS June 1894 between Kurtitina Well and Avers Rock, in

sandhill-7Y/Y^//^ country with groves of desert oak Cusuarina decn>\ne<itui

in the swales (Spencer 1896a: 84). E. Cowle, one of the collectors,

professed to having seen the same species in the James Range, though on
habitat this may be doubted.

Remains of this species have recently been identified by Michael Archer

in owl pellets (NTM) collected in August 1962 from a cave at Avers Rock.
In 1969 P. F. Aitkcn obtained four live specimens from two localities in the

Lock and Kyancutta districts of the Eyre Peninsula, SA, in sandhill country

with Triodia and malice ( Aitken 1971 ).

Sminthopsis minimi 00id&a Troughton, 1964. TroughtoiVs Sminthopsis

Map 4

Michael Arehet, tn liu . has referred specimens from the Petermann
Ranges (WAM 1970), Ayers Rock (NTM 1962). Tin tin Springs (NTM
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1970) and Charlotte Waters (NMV) to this taxon, which he is elevating

to specific rank. The possibility that Sminthopsis murina constrieta Spencer,

1896 is referable to this taxon should be investigated.

Sminthopsis rufigenis Thomas, 1922. Red-cheeked Sminthopsis

Map 3

Range and Status: Specimens known from Oenpelli (WAM, donated
1900), and Melville Island (SAM 1913) (Michael Archer, in litt.).

Troughton ( 1964 : 319), under S. lumholtzi, listed specimens from the

open blacksoil plains of the Barkly Tableland, NT, and western-central

Queensland. In view of the fact that all Australian specimens of S. rufigenis

so far seen by Archer are from wooded localities in the coastal drainage,

Troughtorfs material should be re-examined.

Taxonomy: Ride (1970) relegated Sminthopsis lumholtzi Troughton
& Iredalc. 1934 to the synonymy of S. rufigenis. which was described from
the Aru Islands. The type-locality of lumholtzi is Herbert Vale on the

Herbert River of eastern Queensland, not to be confused with Herbert Vale
on the Herbert River north-west of Camooweal, north-western Queensland.

Map 5 Map 6
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Sminthopsis nitela Collett. 1897. Daly River Sminthopsis.

Map 3

Range and Status: Described from the Daly River, Michael Archer,

in lift., has provisionally referred to this taxon a specimen from the Four-mile

Hole, Wildman River (NTM 1968).

Antechinomys laniger (Gould. 1856). Hastern Antechinomys

Map 6

Range: Lidicker & Marlow (1970) gave the range of this species as

south-cenlral NSW north to the Cunnamulla district of south-central

Queensland, with an isolated record from Cedar Bay, north Queensland.

Material in NMV and SAM not examined by these authors shows that

A. laniger occurs also in the NT: Tarlton Downs (NMV, 18 November
1955); Tobermorey (SAM, coll. C. Watts, 21 September 1968); between
Mangajera and Wajclai billabongs. Roper River (SAM, 4 specimens, coll.

N. Tindalc, 1921). In the QM there are specimens from Cheepie and
Charlevillc, Queensland; a further example in the QM labelled A. laniger,

from Malbon. north-western Queensland, is mounted and not available for

study.

Status: In the NT, unknown. The Roper River specimens were
apparently from a salt-marsh near the river's mouth (see Gazetteer). These
specimens and the Cedar Bay example, which represents an equally isolated

occurrence, should be critically compared with material from further south
to see whether they really belong to A. laniger or merely resemble that species

in the small size of the auditory bullae.

Antechinomys spenceri Thomas, 1906. Wcslern Antechinomys

Map 6

Range: North to [Canning Stock Route near Sturt Creek, WA| Tennant
Creek, cast to Tarlton Downs, [Sandringham, south-western Queensland).

Status: Not uncommon following good seasons, in a variety of country,
including sandhills, mulga and gidgea woodland, mitchell grass plains and
gibbers.

Taxonomy: See Lidicker & Marlow ( 1970).

Dasyurus geoffroii Gould. 1841. Western Native-Cat

Map 7

Range* [Well 46, Canning Stock Route. WA, vide Glauert 1933 : I <S]
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Harrow Creek (NMV 1901 ) and Alice Springs (NMV. donated by Spencer

in 1916).

Status: Finlayson (1961) considered this species to have been formerly

widespread in Central Australia, but now a rare and vanishing form. Spencer

( 1X97 : 5 ) recorded an incomplete skin probably of this species from Crown
Point.

Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to the nominate

race. Ride ( 1970) relegated Dasyurinus to the synonymy of Dasyurus.

Dasyurus hallucatus Gould. 1842. Northern Native-Cat

Map 7

Rcmgei Mainly coastal and subcoastal, from the Daly River east to

Cape Arnhem Peninsula, inland to the Pine Creek district; Groote Eylandt.

There is an isolated occurrence at Alexandria*.

Status: Inhabits rocky areas, in which it is sometimes abundant, and

eucalypt woodlafld.

Taxonomy: The race l), h. ncsacus (Thomas, 1926) has been described

from GrootC Lylandt; populations from the NT mainland are generally

referred to the nominate race. Ride (1970) relegated Satancllus to the

synonymy of Oasynrus.

Dasycercus cristieauda (Krefft, 1867). Mulgara

Map 2

Ranvx: North to [Hall's Creek, WA. vide Glauert 1933 : 20] 20 09',

130 15' in the Tanami Desert (AM 1965) and Tennant Creek, east to

Tarltoo Dowjis (SAM 1956).

Status: Not uncommon following good seasons, mainly in sandhill

/ riodia country, though the specimens from the Tanami Desert were trapped

in a belt of Melaleuca glomerala around a claypan.

Dasytiroides byrnei Spencer, 1 896. Kowari

Map 7

Rani'c and Status: Inhabits gibber-sandhill associations of the Lake

lyre basin, occurring marginally in the NT at Charlotte Waters (NMV 1<X95,

AM 1895), Four specimens from "lllamurta" (NMV 1895) and one from

"Harrow Creek" (NMV 1901 ) have almost certainly been abusively labelled,

for neither of these localities lies near gibber-sandhill country.

Although the species has not been recorded in the NT since 1901. it

lias for the last three or four years been tolerably common in areas of South-

western Queensland and north-eastern SA: Sandringham (NTM 1970. a

p;m\ retained in captivity) and Cordillo Downs (Aitken 1970 : 44).

•
;

Five specimens from this locality in the BMNH, collected by W. Stalker in 1905-06, were
kindly checked as lo species hv Miss P D. Jenkins, in lid.
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[Myrmecobius fasciatus Waterhouse, 1836. Numbat

As this species occurred formerly in WA west of the Petermann Ranges,

and in the extreme north-western part of SA, it almost certainly occurred

also in the adjoining south-western NT, although no record exists from this

area.J
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Notoryctes typhlops (Stirling, 1889). Marsupial Mole
Map 17

Range: North to [Sturt Creek, WA] Napperby (R. Darken, pers.

comm.), east to Charlotte Waters. The reports from Wauchope and Arltunga
may be doubted in view of the absence of sandhills at these localities.

Status: Inhabits sandhills; widespread but rarely encountered.

Isoodon macrourus (Gould, 1842). Brindled Bandicoot
Map 8

Range: Mainly coastal and subcoastal, from the Daly River east to

Cape Arnhem Peninsula, inland to Mount Shoobridge and Mount McMinn
(NMV 1912); Elcho Island; Groote Eylandt; Sir Edward Pellew Group
(Keith 1968). The specimen in the MCZ from The Granites, listed by
Tate (1948) as of this species, represents such an isolated record that it

should be re-examined for possible confusion with L auratus.
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Statu*: Not uncommon, frequenting thick grass and other dense under-

wth. with or without tree cover.

Isoodon auratus (Ramsay, 1887). Golden Bandicoot

Map 8

Ratigd] | Northern Canning Stock Route; Hull's Creek, WA| Victoria

River (Depot No. ]'?: collected by Elsey, vide Thomas 1904 : 228); South

Alligator River; Mount McMinn (NMV 1912): The Granites < MCZ 1932.

SAM 1936, AM 1952); Lake Mackay and Fthel Creek (SAM 1932):

Teimanl Creek and Barrow Creek (NMV 1901 ): Alice Springs (Burt Plain),

lleuburv and Charlotte Waters (NMV, donated by Spencer in 1916).

Slants: According to Finlayson (1961) this species in Central

Australia "survives in considerable numbers" within an area north of Lake
Amadeus north to about Winneckc Creek and east to the lower Sandover

River. This is no longer so. The last authentic record appears to be of the

specimen collected at The Granites in May 1952 by the Australian Museum,
'['his species was most frequent in the extensive sandplain-spinifex areas.

Little is known of its status in the northern part of its range, where it

appears to be marginally sympatric with /. mactourus.

Peramelcs cremiana Spencer, 1897. Desert Bandicoot

Map l<)

Range: Burt Plain, and sandhills about 40 miles north-east of Charlotte

Waters (Spencer 1897).

Status: This species, perhaps never common, has declined to vanishing-

point since the 1930's. Finlayson (1961 : 160) stated that it still persisted

in "sectors 5 and 7*\ i.e., the Tanami Desert. There appears to be no
authentic record of its occurrence in this area; the vague records from The
("lauites mentioned by Finlayson and Troughton (1965 : 67) are probably
referable to Isoodon auratus.

IMacrotis lagotis (Reid. 1837). Bilby

Map 9

Ratine: North to (Sturt Creek, WAJ Lake Buck ( NTM Mies. 1905).
Attack Creek (NMV 1966) and Dalmore Downs (NTM 1969).

Status: Once common, now generally rare, though still not uncommon
m certain areas; mainly on sandy soils. In the Tanami Desert Wildlife

Sanctuary it frequents the Melaleuca xlomerata thickets associated with the

Old Marsh Bed, where it burrows both in the level ground and into the bases
of the giant mounds of Nasutitennes triodiae. See Newsome ( 1962), Smyth
& Philpott (1968) and Watts (1969).
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Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to M. I. sagitta

Thomas, 1905'

Macrotis leucura (Thomas, 1887). Lesser Bilby

Map 9

Range and Status: Sandhills about 40 miles north-east of Charlotte

Waters (NMV 1895); "Barrow Creek" (NMV 1901). A skull with lower

jaw was recently found in a nest of the Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila atidax

amongst sandhills 14 miles south-south-east of Steele Gap. in January 1967,

by P. Hanisch (NTM). The nest was not in use and there is no simple way
of dating the skull. This species appears to be restricted to sandhills;

Finlayson (1932, 1935b) who collected 12 specimens near Cooncherie,

north-eastern SA in December 1.931, found its burrows only in sandhills,

while in the same area A7. lagotis burrowed only in the flat ground. The
three specimens in the NMV labelled "Barrow Creek" probably came from

further afield, as there are no sandhills close to this locality (see Gazetteer).

Taxonomy*. Troughton (1965) and Ride (1970) placed Macrotis

minor (Spencer, 1897) in the synonymy of M. leucura.
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Chaeropus ecaudatus (Ogilby, 1838). Pig-tooted Bandicoot

Map 10

Ranfce: Ryan Well (SAM 1891); 40 miles north-east of Charlotte

Waters (NMV 1895); Alice Springs (NMV, donated hy Spencer in 1916).

Status: No recent records. I can find no basis for the Barrow Creek

tecotd given by rinlayson (1961).

Petaurus breviceps Waterhouse, 1839. Sugar Glider

Map 10

Range: Mary River east to Cape Arnhem Peninsula and inland to the

(Catherine River; Bathurst Island (AM); Melville Island; Elcho Island:

Grootc Eylandt.

Status: Generally uncommon, though Johnson (1964 : 452) found it

comparatively abundant in the vicinity of Port Langdon. Grootc Eylandt. in

194s. Woodland.

Taxonomy. The NT populations arc generally referred to P. b. arid

(Gould, 1842).

Petropseudes dahli (Collctt. 1895). Rock-haunting Ringtail

Map 11

Range: Mary River; Oenpelli: Union Town; Nellie Creek; South

Alligator River; Red Bank Mine near Wollogorang (AMNH 1959): Grrodte

Eylandt (NTIVL specimen in captivity obtained by Miss D. Levitt. 1970).

Status: A rock-frequenting species, widespread and locally common.
Dahl recorded it as fairly numerous in Arnhem Land; Tunney collected eight

specimens from Nellie Creek and 16 from the South Alligator; the Spalding-

Peterson Expedition found it "abundant" at Red Bank Mine in 1959 (Hosmer.

in lin. ).

Trichosurus vulpecula (Kerr, 1792). Brush-tailed Possum

Map 11

Range and Status: Spencer ( 1896b : 16-17) mentioned this species as

''occurring everywhere amongst the eucalypts which border the river-beds"

in Central Australia. Davidson (1905a : 8) recorded that while he was in

the Murchison and Davenport Ranges (November 1 897-February 1898)

"small opossums [were] found by the natives in the gums along the creek

banks". Terry ( 1937 : 100) found one in a hollow log west of the McEwin
Hills in 1932."

Finlayson ( 1961 ) considered that an inexplicable collapse in its numbers
in Central Australia had occurred since the L930*5, At present it is a rare

but persistent and possibly increasing species in this area, recent records



II REC. S. AUST. MUS.. 16 (II): 1-57 January, 1973

being: Arthur Creek and Plenty River (Finlayson 1961 ); Glen Helen Station,

1959 (NTM files); Hatches Creek, two captured on trunks of river redgum,
Eucalyptus camaldulcusis, and released, 1968 (R. Berry, pers. comm.);
Charley Creek (NTM 1968); Bushy Park (CSIRO I966

?
1969). Other,

earlier, records given by Finlayson are from Wollara and Lake Mackay, the

latter possibly referring to Terry's 1932 record.

Taxonomy: Spencer (loc. cit.) referred to the Central Australian

populations as "var. typicus*\ Although it seems likely that they do belong

to the nominate race, this has yet to be demonstrated.

Trichosiirus arnhemensis Collett, 1897. Northern Brush-tailed Possum

Map 1 I

Range: South to [Hall's Creek, WA] Katherine River and Alexandria*;
Bathurst Island; Melville Island (AM); Croker Island; Elcho Island.

Status: Not uncommon, in woodland with hollow roost ing-trees

available. In Darwin it is sometimes found in gardens and buildings.

Taxonomy: Once regarded as a well-marked race of T. vulpecula, this

form has now been accorded the rank of species (Ride 1970).

Map 11 Map 12

* Two specimens in the BMNH from Alexandria (collected by Stalker) were kindly checked
for me by Mr. J. Calaby.
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Itcttongia lesueur (Quoy & Caimard, 1824). Burrowing Rat-Kangaroo

Map 12

Rang*: North to northern Lake Mackay, a point between the western
Miedonncll Ranges and the Stuart Bluff Range, the Elkedra district and the
vSandmci drainage, east to between the Tarlton and Toko Ranges; possibly

north to the Tanami Desert (Finlayson 1958b, based mainly on native

repot ts and records of abandoned warrens).

Status: No authenticated records since the (930*4. If the species

survived at all in the area, which is doubtful, it may do so in the Lake
Amadeus-lakc Mackay regions and in the Elkedra-Sandover River-Plenty
River area.

Once Locally common, with colonies living in large warrens; in grassy
and herbaceous loam flats within the major ranges, open mulga and ironwood
parks skirling the ranges, and in sandridge areas, where, as elsewhere, its

warrons Were usually made in firm loam at slight elevations on undulating
swales and not in the sandridges proper. Giles ( 1889 : 280) found great

numbers ol this species honeycombing low limestone ridges m the dry bed
Of Lake Christopher, eastern WA, in late January 1874, and I inlayson

( l9JJ8b : 2 I ! ) noted a similar occurrence between the Stuart Bluff' Range
and the western Macdotmcll Ranges in 1950, though the animal had long

been ejctiflcl there.

the large 'rabbit' warrens recorded by M. Terry in 1929 in the

Tanami district in approximately 28 South and 129 51' East, would
almost certainly be warrens of Beftangfy lesueurl doubtfully parasiti/cd by
rabbits*

1

(Finlayson 1958b ; 241 ). This rendering is peculiarly Finlavson's,
Icnvs notes apply to the year 1928, not 1929. 28 S does not run through
the NT. Furthermore. Terry gave details of two areas in the Tanami district

where he observed large warren

(I)
|
Between Larrangannie Bluff and the ^westward mate of

Kilh kilir. i.e.. at ca. 19 40\ 128 58> WA near the NT border]
lk

. . . low
east-west sandhills and rabbit warrens amongst travertine [a kind of lime-
stone! mounds on the plain in between. The presence Of either so far north
was news.

"From this time onwards, increasing as we worked away south, indiea
tions of the northward migration o\

:

the rabbit were continually found. But
not one solitary bunny did we see till long after, close to Alice Springs;
Despite burrows dug out where droppings seemed fresh, we got no nearer to

solving the problem as to whether they were hibernating unusually shy Cm
killed oil by the drought"' (Terry 1930 : 133).

I
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(n\

(2) [Between hill 47 (Johnson's Hill) and hill 49 (Murdoch Cliffs),

i.e., at ca. 20 44', 129 59'| \ . . we came to a huge rabbit warren hacked
about and gouged out like a battlefield, eloquent testimony to many a busy
black fellow getting a cheap teed. This great sandmound. intermingled with
travertine, was distinctive lor numerous native orange trees, down by whose
roots the bunnies had burrowed" (Terry 1930 : 178).

Terry recorded seeing rabbits only once in the Tanami Desert, a pair

between Mount Solitaire ami the I .under River.

Taxonomy. Wakefield ( 1967) synonymi/cd Bctton^ia pcnicillata

anhxiha Finlayson, 1957 with B. Icsucm
, The specimen upon which anhydra

was based came from the Lake Mackay area af ca 22 02'. 129 47'.

[Bettongia pcnicillata Gray, 1837. Brush-tailed Rat-Kangaroo

As B, p. anhydra Kinlayson, 1957 has been placed in the synonymy of

B. Icsucur, no specimens of this species are known from the NT. In view
o\' the similarity, in form and habit of nesting, between B. pcnicillata and
Lagorch&Stes spp., I cannot accept as unequivocal the evidence adduced by
Finlayson (1958b) for the existence of B. pcnicillata in the NT, past or
present. It is probable that the northern records from the Barkly Tableland
and Gtflf drainage listed by Finlayson are referable to the Spectacled
Hare-Wallaby. Lai>orche,s!cs conspicillatus. which is there widespread and
n<>t uncommon.]

Lagorchestcs conspicillatus Gould, 1842. Spectacled Hare-Wallaby

Map 13

Range: Daly Waters, Borroloola and upper Cresvvell Greek districts

south io the Macdonncll Ranges, lluckitta and Tarllon Downs (see below).
A neglected record is of a specimen collected by G. F. Hill "SO miles N of

( hewings WelF (/.<•,. about 105 miles west of Banka Banka) in Julv
1911 (NMV).

Statu:; Formerly common in dense Acacia and other shrub thickets

amongst the central ranges, but now apparently absent From this area. Still

fairly common, however, in Acacia thickets in the northern parts of its range.

notably in low thfefceto amidst taller woodland such as Acacia \hirlcyi,

lancewood: 6 miles south of Dunmarra ( NTM I 961 ); upper Ctcswell Creek.
SO miles north of Alexandria (captured and released, 1964), 33 miles north
Of Newcastle Waters (NTM 1968); 18 miles west of Dunmarra (NTM
1 968); Daly Waters area (NTM 1968); 42 miles wcst-soudi-west of

BorrQlOOla (NTM t9$9).; all the museum specimens were road-casualties.

FinlavsoiVs records ol Bettongia pcnicillata from Tanumbirini. Nutwood
.mil other northern localities arc probably referable to this species.
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Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to L. c.

leichhardtt Gould, 1853.

/

^f^<^>

I

1__
|
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I I

Map 13 Map 14

Lagorchestes hirsutus (Gould, I 844). Western Hare-Wallabv

Map J 4

Range: [Canning Stock Route between wells 28 and 43, and north of

Sladen Waters, WA; south of Tomkinson, Mann and Musgrave Ranges,

northern SA| Docker Creek; Mount Jenkins; Lake Amadeus area; between

Mount Conner and Murrachurra, 20 miles to the east; Dare's Plain, George
Gill Range; Wytookarri; northern Lake Mackay; McEwin Hills; Mount
Doreen; west of Warburton Creek; north of the Sandover about 40 miles

west of the Bundy junction; west of Banka Banka; Tanami Desert (NTM,
see below).

Status: Formerly locally common in spinifex-sandridgc country,

occurring in often widely separated colonies, this species has declined

drastically since the 1930's. The only recent records are of two small

colonies on isolated sandhills in the Tanami Desert Wildlife Sanctuary
(observations 1958, 1966 (dead animal found). 1967 and 1970). Little of

the extensive sandridgc country north of Lake Amadeus and east of Lake
Mackay has been zoologically surveyed recently, however, and it is there that

this species may still be found in some numbers.
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Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to the nominate

race.

Lagorchestes asomatus Finlayson, 1943. Least Hare-Wallaby

Map 13

Range and Status: Known only from the holotype (skull) in the SAM;
from an animal taken in the flesh by Michael Terry a lew miles east of

northern Lake Mackav in 1932. Finlayson (1943) gave the position as 22

15'. 129 30', but Terry's route strikes 129 30' at 22 04'.

Onychogalea lunata (Gould, 1840). Crescent Nail-tailed Wallaby

Map 15

Range: [South of Tomkinson, Mann and Musgrave Ranges, northern

SA] south oi Basedow Range; north of Lhrenburg Range; Red Bank, near-

Mount Sonder; Bond Springs; Alice Springs; Huckitta; between Jervois Range

and Tarlton Range; |near the Warburton Range, WA, 1964, vide Ride 1970].

Status: Extremely rare and little-known; few recent records.

Taxonomy: Frith & Calaby ( 1969) suggested that this species may be

conspecilic with the next.

Onychogalea iinguifcra (Gould. 1841). Northern Nail-tailed Wallaby

Map 15

Range: [Sturt Creek, northern WA] Tanami (NTM 1959, 1970);

Katherine ( 1967); 15 miles N of Katherine (SAM 1966); Marrakai, Adelaide

River plains (1968); Brock's Creek; Roper River Mission (1966); Banka

Banka (NTM 1965); Elliott area (NTM 1961, 1962, 1968. SAM 1966);

Beetaloo (NTM 1959); Borroloola (NMV 1911); near ("ape Crawford

(NTM 1969); ''north-eastern corner o\ Arnhem Land" (Thomson
1949 : 65).

Status: Widespread and not uncommon; lightly-wooded floodplains

in the north, and open long-grass woodland and shrub-savannah in the south;

occasionally on rocky slopes, as in the Tanami Range.

Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to the nominate

race.

Pctrogale pcnicillata (Griffith, 1 827) sensn Ride 1970. Brush-tailed

Rock-Wallaby

Map 1 6

Range: Central Australia: Petermann Ranges. Mount Olga. Ayers
Rock. Mount Conner. George Gill Range. Macdonnell Ranges, east to the

Sandover and Bundey River drainages, north to the Kintore Range, Mount
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Doreen (25 miles west of), Cockatoo Creek and the Davenport Range

(Finlayson 1961 and NTM records).

Arnhem Land: north-western escarpment: King River Range; Mount
Borradaile (NTM 1968); Oenpelli; Deaf Adder Creek (NTM 1969).

Status: In Central Australia, widespread and locally fairly common, in

rocky hills and ranges, especially in the vicinity of shady gaps and gorges

with an abundance of rock ledges and scree slopes, in Arnhem Land locally

common on sandstone cliffs, outcrops and scree (talus) slopes.

1 axonomy: The Central Australian populations have yet to be sub-

specilically assessed (Finlayson 1930 : 179) but are generally referred to

P. p. lateralis Gould, 1842. The Arnhem Land form vcnustula Thomas,

1926, resembles the Central Australian one in colour and patterning but is

smaller.

Ride (1970) included two other nominal taxa within P. penicillata:

P. wilkinsi Thomas, 1926 and P. longmani Thomas, 1926. Each is known
only by two specimens collected in 1925, wilkinsi from the Roper River

Mission and longmani from Groote Eylandt. More material is needed before

a clear picture can be obtained of the taxonomy and distribution of these

northern Pctrogalc.
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Petrogale brachyolis Gould, 1X41, Short-cared Rock-Walluln

Map 12

Hange: [Forrest River, WA (AM 1952)1 Daly, South Alligator and
Mary River drainages (Thomas 1926); Gimbat, headwaters of the South
Alligator (AM 1969); Macarthur River and the Sir Edward Peilew Group
(Keith 1968): Red Bank Mine (AMNH 1959).

Status: Apparently local but fairly common where found. Inhabits low
rock faces and low rocky hills with large tumbled boulders rather than the

more rugged escarpment country of P. P. vennstula. (For a photograph of

its habitat in the Pellews see that given for the habitat of Zvzomvs argurus in

Keith 1968. fide Keith, in litt.).

Taxonomy: The populations of the Daly, Mary and South Alligator

rivers were described as P. b. signata by Thomas ( 1926).

Peradorcas concinna (Gould, 1842). Little Rock-Wallaby

Map 14

Range: Daly River; Brock's deck, Nellie Creek; Mary River; King
Riven north-east of Oenpelli; Milingimbi, Crocodile Islands; Mount
Borradaile-Cooper Creek (NTM I 968

j
; Deaf Adder Creek (NTM 1969);

East Alligator River (NMV, purchased 1922).

Siatns: Locally common, in rocky areas. The NTM specimens were
taken on open rock Hats and tables with scattered boulders ( P. p. venustula,

when it occurred in the same areas, was usually found on scree and boulder-

strewn slopes and cliffs).

Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to P. e.

eaneseens Thomas, 1909.

LJnidentihed rock-wallabies have been reported from Mount Alexander,
north-eastern Arnhem Land (Wilkins 1928 : 260) and in the high sandstone

ranges of the Macarthur River between Clyde and Western creeks ( Barnard
1914 : 211).

Maeropus agilis (Gould, 1842). Agile Wallaby

Map 17

Range: [Forrest River Mission (AM 1952)| Victoria River east to the

Macarthur River, inland to the Katherinc River; Bathurst island (NMV
1912); Crocodile Islands; Elcho Island: Sir Edward Peilew Group (Keith

1968); straggling to Elliott area (NTM J 961 ).

Status: Locally abundant on subcoastal plains and flood-plains of the

larger rivers; grass-pandanus association, grassy forest; recorded also Ln

mangrove swamps and on beaches.
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Taxonomy: See Ride (1970) for the transfer of this species from
Wallabia to Macropus. The NT populations are generally referred to the

nominate race.

Macropus robustus (Gould, 1841). Euro

Map 18

Range and Status: Throughout the NT; fairly common, on slopes of

ranges and isolated hills.

Taxonomy'* B. Richardson, in litf.* considers the northern populations

referable to M. r. woodwardi Thomas, 1901 (syn. M. r. alligatoris Thomas,
1904), and the central populations to M. r. crubcscens Sclater, 1870.

' ^C^Jarwin
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Map 17
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904). Small Black Wallaroo

Map 18

Range: Western escarpment of Arnhem Land: Mary River (SAM
1913): King River Range (Wilkins 1928: 168); Oenpelli (NMV 1912-

1914); Deal' Adder Creek (NTM 1969); head of the South Alligator River.

Status: Locally not uncommon, in rugged sandstone and granite ranges.



22 RKC. S. AUST. VI US.. 16 (II): 1-57 January, 1073

Taxonomy: Previously considered by some workers to be a race of
M. robustus, with which, however, it is now known to be partly sympatric
(Parker 197 I a).

Macropus antilopinus (Gould, 1842). Antilopinc Wallaroo

Map 19

Range: South to [the Negri River, WA] Victoria River, Edith Riv t

and Y\ imul Swamp (SAM 1966), and east to Cape Arnhem Peninsula,

Status: Less common than M. wbustus\ on grassy and wooded plains,

often in the vicinity of hilly country into which it retreats when disturbed.

Taxonomv. See Frith & Calaby (1969).

Megaleia rufa (Desmarest. 1822). Red Kangaroo

Map 19

Range: North to the Pedestal Hills (Davidson 1905b : 42), 50 miles
north-west of Lake Surprise (NTM files, 1964), Daly Waters (S. A. Parker,
w.v.. 1969) and Alexandria.

Status: Widespread and locally common; mainly associated with mulga
(Acacia anenra) and lancewood (Acacia shirleyi) on plains, avoiding the
extensive spinifex-sandridge areas.

RODENTS
Hydromys chrysogastcr Geod'roy, 1804. Water Rat

Map 23

Range: Daly River east to Cape Arnhem Peninsula, inland o Brock's
Creek; Melville Island; Groote Eylandt; Sir Edward Pellcw Group (Keith
1968).

Status: Not uncommon, in lagoons and creeks (mainly freshwater).

Taxonomy: Tate (1951) assigned the NT populations to the srnall-

molared race H, c. heccarii Peters, 1874. The large-molared race //. c.

rcginac Thomas & Dollman, 1909 may possibly enter the NT from western
Queensland.

Xeromys mvoides Thomas, 1889. False Swamp-Rat

Map 23

Range and Status: One specimen collected on the South Alligator River
by Tunney in 1903; otherwise known only from six specimens taken in the

Mackay area of Queensland, five from a permanent swamp thickly covered
with tall grass, shrubs and pandanus (Ride 1970).
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Tunne/s specimen is dated 5 September (J. Mahoney, in Htt.). For

most, if not all. of the period 24 August- 19 October 1903 Tunney worked

the coastal plain and tidal section of the South Alligator (Storr 1966 : 64).

YSS D.l'v.in

..*•-.

[>

Map 19 Map 20

lNcudomys descrtor Troughton, 1932. Brown Desert-Mouse

Map 20

Range and Status: Rare and little-known. Wake (1898 : 128) listed

specimens from '"Porcupine Sandhills, WyclifTe Creek", "Barrow Creek" and

"Untaiinua, Porcupine Grass, Alice Springs"*. The only subsequent records

are: specimen trapped on claypan amongst sandhills east of the Bonython

Range at 23 42'. 129 02' (BMNH 1967); specimen dug from a Notomys

burrow at Yuendumu (SAM 1968); remains from recent owl pellets found

in cave 64 miles south-south-west of The Granites in the Highland Rocks,

low lateritic rises and outcrops in sandhill country ( NTM 1970).

Waite's remarks indicate that, some of the specimens were taken in

spinifex, at WyclifTe Creek on sandhills. Finlayson (1941) recorded the

habitat of specimens from northern SA as "sandy loam covered by giant

spinifex". P. F. Aitken, in ////., considers this species to be normally an

inhabitant oi' sandhill country, but mentions finding a thriving colony in

tussocks of the perennial sedge Cyperus zymnncaulos growing on the margins

: The Alice Springs record was inadvertently omitted from map 20.

*5
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Ol a bore-drain near The Neales. western Lake Eyre: the population was

possibly living 00 a nearby sandhill when the bore was put down.

The term "Untaunmf relating to the Alice Springs specimen is probabiy

the Aranda name for the species rather than a locality (see note under

Nototnys long'uaudutns )

.

Pseudomjs gracilicaudatiis (Gould, 1845). Chestnut Native-Mouse

Map 20

Range:. Humbert River (CSIRO 1968); Nourlangie area (CSIRO

1962); 50 miles north-east of Pine Creek on the South Alligator River

(MVZ 1964): upper Nicholson River and Tin Creek (NTM-CSIRO 1967);

South West Island. Sir Edward Pellevv Group (Keith 1968. as P. nanus).

Stains: Widespread and locally not uncommon; rocky wooded areas

usually near Or along watercourses.

Pscudoinys fieldi (Waite, 1896). Alice Springs Mouse
Map 20

Range and Status: Known only from the damaged holotype collected

at "Alice Springs" in June 1895.

Tuxo)iomy: Sec Troughton ( 1937).

Pscudoinys forrcsti (Thomas. 1906). Forrest's Mouse
Map 22

Ran-c: Spring vale and George Creek ( NTM-CSIRO 1 967 )

;

Alexandria; Brunette Downs (NTM !966 s
1970); Alroy Downs ( NTM

1970); Georgma Downs (NTM 1970); Frazcr River; Harts Range; Hamilton

Downs (NTM 1961. 1962); Alice Springs; Burt Creek (NTM 1961);

Wollara.

Status: Seasonally fairly common on the open blacksoil plains of the

Barkly Tableland. Elsewhere uncommon or rare; caught on an open grassy

plain on Hamilton Downs, in the bases of Triodia clumps at Wollara, and in

the vicinity of soakages with stands of tall dense paperbark and eucalypt at

Springvale and George Creek.

Taxonomy: P. waitei (Troughton. 1932) has been relegated lo the

synonymy of P. forrcsti by Ride (1970).

Pseudomys delicatulus (Gould, 1842). Little Native-Mouse

Map 2 1

Umge: South to Delamere (SAM 1966) and Elliott (NTM 1968):

West Island. Sir Edward Pcllew Group (Keith 1968); Groote Eykmdt.

Status: Widespread and fairly common, on sandy soils with cover

living from sparse herbage to shrubby woodland.

Taxonomy: The nominate race inhabits the mainland while P. d*

tnimulus Thomas, 1926 occurs on Groote Eylandt (Johnson 1964).
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KJ Darvril

I

Map 21 Map 22

Pseudomys hcrmannsbiirgensis (Waitc. 1896). Sandy Inland Mouse

Map 21

Range'* North to Tanami (AM 1952), Banka Banka and Alexandria,

cast to Manners Creek (NTM 1969).

Status: Widespread and seasonally common, generally in the same areas

as the Brown Hopping-Mouse, Notomys alexis (q.v.).

Leporillus apicalis (Gould, 1853). White-tipped Stick-nest Rat

Map 25

Range and Status: Stick-nest rats were first reported in the Centre by

Giles: nests found in dense mulga-dominated scrubs between Mount Peculiar

and Mount Udor in September 1872 (Giles 1889 : 57); nest noted in dense

scrub near Mount Squires, eastern WA, in October 1873, "not the first we
have seen by many on this expedition" (Giles 1889 : 209), a remark that

Finlayson (1941 : 228) rendered as "along the 26° parallel between Ayers

Range and the Cavanagh Range"; nest in dense scrub in the vicinity of

Lightning Rock, eastern WA, in late November 1873 (Giles 1889:232).

The Horn Expedition of 1894 apparently did not encounter this species

at first hand; Spencer, who received two specimens from Field of Alice

Springs, wrote ( 1896b : II) that it was evidently a rare form. Probably the
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last record from the Centre is of a pair captured eight miles west of Mount
Crombic. north-western SA, in 1933. Finlayson (1941 : 228) attributed

the species* decline mainly to overhunting by aborigines.

Notomys aquilo Thomas. 1921. Northern Hopping-Mousc
Map 23

Range and Status: Groote fcylandt, where it is not uncommon in sandy
areas: Umbakumba (Johnson): 'open forest between Angurugu River and

Uitib&kiiriiba' (D. Levitt, in liti.).

Taxonomy: Ride ( 1970) considered N. carpentarius Johnson, 1959 to

be conspecific with N. aquilo, which Was described from the Cape York
Peninsula.

Notoniys alexis Thomas, 1922. Brown Hopping-Mouse
Map 23

Range: North to the Tanami Desert, Bank a Banka, Alroy and
Alexandria.

Status: The most widespread member of the genus in the NT, seasonally

very common. Occurs on loamy to sandy soil with various plant associa-

tions, usually Triodia and light shrub cover, but also mulga and dense
melaleuca (Melaleuca glumeraiu).

Taxonomy: See Finlayson (1940); Aitken (1968). N. U. alexis

occupies most of the range described above. N. a. everardensis Finlayson,

1940 has been collected in the south at Henbury and N. a. alexis > <
everardensis in the Basedow Range.

Notomys eery inns (Gould, 1853). Fawn-coloured Hoppinii-Mouse

Map 22
Range and Status: Charlotte Waters (SAM wo date, from P. Byrne).

See note below.

Taxonomy: See Aitken (1968).

Notomys fuscus (Wood Jones. 1925). Dusky Hopping-Mouse
Map 22

Range and Status: Charlotte Waters (NMV 1895). See note below.

Idxonomy: See Aitken (1968).

Notomys longicaitdatus (Gould, 1844). Long-tailed Hopping-Mouse
Map 22

Rangei "Urwaitchu burrows". Burt Plain; Mount Burrell: Barrow
Creek \

Status: No records since 1901-2, when Spencer and Gillen obtained a

large series from Barrow Creek.

' Amon^l recent owl pellets from a cave 64 miles SSW of The Granites in the Highland Rocks
area is a premaxilkiry maxillary fragment of a Large NQfomyi considered hv .1. Mahonev,
in tin., to belong to either :\\ tunairaiuUtius or N. ampltt\.
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Spenper (in Waitc IS9<S: 121 ) considered that the species he had

referred In as ilapulotis mitchdli in the Horn Report was in fact Nolomys

kmgicatfdattW, This would nol he v holly (rue. however, as he collected 13

specimens ol ,V. alcxis on the expedition at Reedy Roekhole a\k\ Bagofs

Creek (NMV), which he would have listed as mifchelli in the Horn Report.

In (his report Spencer ( I X9f>b 10) wrote under Hctpatotis m'nclwlh '
I lie

native name at Charlotte Waters is Ulabaiya'\ which Tcoughtofl ( I9j55 ! 320)

misquoted as "the aboriginal name about Burl Plains was given as 'Ulabaiya'

by Baldwin Spencer". Unfortunately there are no specimens of A'. Ctlexis

from Charlotte Waters collected by Spencer himself, and no extant specimens
ol ;V. Ii>nvicuu(lntn,s from this locality at all, go the association by I inlayson

(1961) "i Spencer's Ulabuiya (which Finlayson misspelt Ulubaiya) with

N I(MgiCattdalt4fi is unsatisfactory. Finlayson (lor. cit.) lurther gave
Allabaiya as (lie Fast Aiauda name for ' \'(>r<>my\ spp, close to alc\i\ but not

M>t eiiieally identified"

The significance of "Urwailcha burrows" in connexion with the Burt

Plain specimens (Waitc 1898) has not been appreciated Aiauda of the

Alice Springs district gave me a similar name "t Irat itchu" \o\- a laree hopping

mouse. This apart, it is reasonable to assume lhat m writing "Urwuttchtl"

Gillcn was recording the aboriginal name of the species. (T.
w
()oianie"'.

die VVonkanooroo name given by Finlayson (1961) lor N. cervutu\

I cannot trace the Mount Burrell specimen listed by linlayson, Possibly

it was collected by T. W. Cornock in 1891 (see Appendix I), and is the

spirit specimen without data in the SAM.

Notomys ampins Bra/enoi. 1 036. Short tailed Hopping-Mousc
Map 22

Range and Slams: Known only from the two specimens collected at

( harlotte Waters in IN9<> (NMV). See note below.

NOTES Notomys cervinua and /V. fUKGUS apparently have their head-

quarters ni (lie sandhill-clay pan-gibbet associations of the southern Lake
Eyre Basin, die lormer burrowing mainly in elaypans and the latter m \and

hills (an ecological separation found also between Macron's lagotis and

A'/. IciK'nm) (I inlayson 1939; Ailkcn 1968 and in tin.) Both species

occur marginally and sporadically in the NT (Charlotte Watets I 89S
, IS96J

during periods iA increase. Byrne (in Spencer 1 896b : II) wrote in July

\ after good rams. "The jerboa-like rodents are coming from the eastwards

and dicy almost amount lo a plague here", and in September l S95 "they h a-

l gain become so scarce lhat the blacks have difficulty in Securing a specimen'
1

.

,Vf >/<>m \,\ amphut may similarly have its centre ol distribution outside the NT.
Mitchell's Hopping Mouse Notomys mifchellit (Ogilby, 1838) has been taken

at Budsvillc in south-western Queensland (Tate 1951 : 259) and may. with

the Other species discussed here, appear in the southernmost NT during ^:,ood

seasons
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Map 23 Map 24

Zyzomys argurus (Thomas, 1889). Common Rock-Rat

Map 24

Range: [Parry's Creek, near Wyndham, WA| Cooper Creek (NTM
1968); Deaf Adder Creek (NTM 1969); Oenpelli; Boroloola (NMV
1901-2) ; upper Nicholson River and Springvale (NTM-CSIRO 1967);

Groote Eylandt; Sir Edward Pellcw Group (Keith 1968).

Status: Common, amongst boulders and on rocky substrate areas at

the bases of rocky hills.

Zyzomys pedunculatus (Waite, 1896). Waite's Rock-Rat

Map 24

Range: Alice Springs and Illamurta (1890's); Hugh Creek (1935);

Napperby Hills (1950);' The Granites (AM 1952); Davenport Range

(1953); Haasfs Bluff Settlement, Derwent River (NTM 1960).

Status: Rare and little-known; range country and isolated rocky

outcrops. The Haast's Bluff specimen was caught raiding a stock-camp.

See Finlayson (1.961).

The vernacular name employed by Ride (1970), Macdonnell Range
Rock-Rat, is considered no longer appropriate.
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Zyzomys woodward] (Thomas, 1909). Woodward's Rock-Rat

Map 24

Range and Status: Rare and little-known; rocky sandstone outcrops of

the north-western escarpment of Arnhem Land: Oenpelli; Mount Borradaile

(NTM 1968). [Parry's Creek, near Wyndham, W.A.I

Mesembriomys gouldii (Gray, 1843). Black-footed Tree-Rat

Map 25

Range: Daly River area north-east and east to Cape Arnhem Peninsula,

inland to (Catherine River; 5-mile bar, Macarthur River (NMV 1911);

Melville Island.

Status: Not uncommon in tall woodland with hollow trees, especially

along watercourses and near the coast.

Taxonomy: The race M. gt melvillensis Hayman, 1936 was described

from Melville Island; see Johnson (1964).

Mesembriomys macrurus (Peters, 1876). Golden-backed Tree-Rat

Map 25

Range: Nellie Creek (1903); Deaf Adder Creek (NTM 1969);

Balanbrinni (NMV 1901).

Status: Much less frequently collected than M. gouldii; wooded water-

courses.
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Conilurus penicillatus (Gould, 1842). Brush-tailed Tree-Rat

Map 26

Range: Daly River area north-east and east to the South Alligator River

and Cofaurg Peninsula; Roper River Mission (AMNH 1959); Bathurst

Island (NMV 1916); Melville Island; Groote Eylandt: Centre Island, Sir

Edward Pellew Group (Keith 1968).

Status: Not uncommon, along the coast and on the subcoastal plains.

with hollow trees; recorded cm Coburg Peninsula actually on the tideline

and amongst hollow beach-casuarinas (Casuarina eqaiseuiolia) (Gilbert, in

Troughton" L965 311).

Taxonomy: The race C. p. melibius Thomas, 1921 has been described

from Melville Island. The provenance of the Elscy specimen upon which the

name Coni/nni.s hemi/euenrus Gray, 1858 was based has yet to be precisely

determined: most of Elscy\s zoological material was collected at the Victoria

River Depot No. 1

.

Melomys Thomas, 1922. Mosaic-tailed Rats

Map 22

Range: Port Keats, north-east and east to Cape Arnhem Peninsula,

inland to Douglas River and Brock's Creek; Bathurst Island (NMV 1916);

Melville Island; Elcho Island; Groote Eylandt; Sir Edward Pellew Group
(Keith 1968).

Status: Not uncommon, especially near the coast; grassy pandanus
fringes oi fresh- and salt-water streams and lagoons, and the edges of

monsoon forest, in the vicinity of damp ground: mangroves. On Groote

Eylandt, reported entering occupied houses ( D. Levitt, in litt.).

Taxonomy'. See Tate (1951 ); Johnson ( 1964). Tate considered most

of the above range to belong to forms of Melomys eervinipes ( Gould, 1 852),

with the exception of Groote Eylandt, occupied by M. lutillus mi.xtus

Troughton, 1935. Ride (1970) and Calaby. in lift., are of the opinion that

the NT populations of the genus are in need of a thorough revision before a

clear picture of their taxonomy and nomenclature can be obtained.

Rattus tunncyi (Thomas, 1904). Tunney\ Rat

Map 27

Range: Douglas River: Mary River; Brock's ( reek: Oenpelli; Coburg
Peninsula (CSIRO 1965): Melville Island; Sir Edward Pellew Group (Keith

I 968 ) ; Calvert River (QM 1 969 ) ; Tennant Creek; Alice Springs.

Status: Widespread but apparently local. In the Pellews this species is

the most numerous and widespread rodent, burrowing extensively in the
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well drained sandy ridges (Keith 1968). Elsewhere it has been trapped

alOng creeks There have been no records of the Central Australian popula-

tions subsequent to .Spencers donation to the NMV in 1916; the dates of

collection o\' Spencer's specimens are not precisely known but some at least

were obtained during the period 1894-1897. Of the female from Tcnnant
(reck listed by VVaite ( I89S : 124). which could not be traced by Brazenor

I
rnrS). the skull without skin is in the SAM reg. no. M. 241 I )

I'c/xonr'/ny: The race R, /. nwlvilleus Thomas. 1921 has been described

I mm Melville Island, and R t rfispar Brazenor, 1956 from Alice Springs.

Ksittiis eollctli Thomas. 1904. Northern Territory Dusky Field-Rat

Map 27

Kwge: King River, north-east of Oenpelli (BMNH, coll. Wilkins.

1924): South Alligator River; Beatrice Hill ( NTM 1961, 1967).

StahfSl Very local but not uncommon where found: clay Hats and
marshy area:,

Ta.\nn<>mx: Ride (1970) synonymized R. collctti with R. sonlidus

((iould. I 858) but subsequent chromosome studies have suggested that the

loi-ruer should lor the pu/scnt be maintained as a separate Species (J, Mahoney,
in Iit i. ),

Kiiltu.s villosissiimis (Waite, 1898)*. Long-haired Rat

Map 26

Rctflge and Status: I his species appears, from its distribution during the

less favourable seasons, to have its headquarters in the Lake Eyre basin-

( icorgina-Diamanlma drainage, where it occurs in highly-localized colonies

yround bore-drains, reedy springs and other wet, densely-vegetated spots

(P. I. Aiiken. in Hit,. P. K. Lata and D. Howe. pets. comm,). At intervals

(of live to seven years according tt> Finlayson 1939, 1941) that may be
correlated with the amelioration ol conditions by one or successive seasons

o\' good rains, the species undergoes a spectacular increase, reaching plague

proportions m the Georgina drainage and on the Barkly Tableland, generally

on open plains in the vicinity of creeks and bores. It may swarm for several

years before declining in numbers as spectacularly as it increased. Such
plagues are accompanied by equally notable build-ups o\' predators, especially

the Letter winged Kite, Planus scriptns, whose movements appear to be

.!-. civ lied tu those <>\ the rat (Parker 1971b), and the Barn Owl.

I
| to alba.

In the NT. peripheral localities reached by the rat are: South-West
iid. Sir Edward Pellew Group (Keith I96S >/Katherine (CSIRO 1968)*

Humbert River (CSIRO 1968); Mongrel Downs (1968, J. Mahood, pers.

- D;ite of iHihlK.itioi, givert incorrectly Elfi tSS>7 b> Iredale & 'tmughlon ( l

fM4 : 73) Mid Ride
(1970 111)
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conim.); Napperby Creek; Delny (NTM 1968); Tarlton Range; Marqua

(NTM 1968); Pituri Creek; New Crown (possibly from the Dalhousie

Springs colony, fide P. F. Aitken, in litt.).

CARNIVORES
Canis familiaris Linnaeus, 1758. Dingo

Range and Status: Widespread and locally common.

Taxonomy: Australian populations are generally referred to C. /. dingo

Meyer, 1793. The earlier name Canis antarticus [sic] Kerr, 1792 was

suppressed in Opinion 451 of the International Commission on Zoological

Nomenclature, 1956.
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BATS

L.

Pteropus scapulatus Peters. 1862. Little Red Flying Fox

Map 28

Range: Mainly coastal districts, inland to Deaf Adder Creek (NTM
1969), Wimul Swamp (SAM 1966) and Borroloola (NMV 1912); Elcho

Island. With the flowering of eucalypts it may move much further south,

and has been reported from Buchanan Creek and Playford Creek on the

Barkly Tableland (regularly), Banka Banka, Frew River and Davenport and



BARKER—NORTHERN TERRITORY MAMMALS 33

Murchison Ranges (frequently; specimen from McLaren Creek, NTM
December 1965) and Arthur Creek, Pituri Creek and Sandover River

(occasionally). Jn adjoining western Queensland it moves seasonally down
the Georgina (D. Howe, pers. comm.).

Status: A blossom-feeder, common in the northern part of its range,

usually in eucalypt and eucalypt-pandanus woodland, in a variety of country

from coastal flats to sandstone gorges. Observed roosting beneath the dry

Skirts of pandanus (S. A. Parker, fits.) and in paperbarks (Melaleuca) along

Watercourses (J, L. McKean, in litt.).

Pteropus alecto Temminck, 1837. Black Flying Fox

Map 28

Range\ Mainly coastal and subcoastal: Victoria and Daly Rivers east

to the South Alligator River and Cape Arnhem Peninsula; sometimes further

inland, as at McCoIls Bore, Armstrong River (NTM 1958).

Status: More of a fruit-eater than the preceding; recorded in large

numbers from monsoon forest, riverine thickets and mangroves.

Taxonomy: The Australian populations belong to the race P. a. gouldii

Peters, 1867 (Johnson 1964).

Macroglossus lagochilus Matschie, 1899. Northern Blossom Bat

Map 29

Range: Darwin area (W. P. Walsh, in lift.); Melville Island (SAM
1913); Coburg Peninsula (CSIRO 1965); Tortilla Flats. Adelaide River

(NTM 1967).

Status: "Sometimes locally abundant. Present throughout the year in

Darwin Botanical Gardens, with apparent peak in spring and early summer

(up to 20 seen feeding in same tree). At Rapid Creek, species taken in

1'ristania lactifiua forest fringing stream margin
7
' (W. P. Walsh, in litt.).

The Tortilla Flats examples, three, were mistnetted in an arcade in dense

riverine bamboo.

Taxonomy: The Australian populations belong to the race M. I. nanus

Matschie, L9J3 (McKean, in litt.).

Tupho/oiis ^eorgianus Thomas, 1915. Common Sheath-tailed Bat

Map 30

Rmg€ and Status: Throughout the NT; common, roosting in caves and

rttineshai

I (i.xonomy: McKean & Price (1967) regarded the northern populations

as / . g* troughtoni Tate, 1952, and suggested that the central populations

may represent the nominate race.
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Tiipho/oiis flaviventris Peters, J 867. Yellow-bellied Sheath-tailed Bat

Map 30

Range: Point Charles (NMV 1938 ) ; Darwin; Lake Deane (W. P. Walsh,
in lift. ) ; Coburg Peninsula (CSIRO 1 965 ) ; Deaf Adder Creek ( NTM 1 969 )

;

Cape Arnhem Peninsula; Groote Eylandt; Bloek Waterhole, upper Nicholson
River (NTM-CS1RO 1967); Tanami Desert at 20 09', 130 15' (NTM,
AM 1965); Neweastle Waters (NTM 1959); Banka Banka (CSIRO 1968);
Warburton Creek-Tower Creek junction; Temple Bar Creek (CSIRO 1968);
Petermann Ranges and Bonython Range (BMNH 1967).

Status: Widespread but possibly less common than T. georgianus.

Roosts in hollow trees; several of the above specimens were shot over water.

Macroderma gigas (Dobson, 1880). Ghost Bat

Map 29

Range: Macallum Creek area (Finlayson 1958a); Darwin; Mount
Wells, Pine Creek, Cutta Cutta and Owenia Rockshelter. colonies (W. P.

Walsh, in !itt.)\ Oenpelli (MCZ, NMV 1918); King River, north-east of

Oenpelli (NMV 1915); Elcho Island (.!. Mckean, in ////.); Deaf Adder
Creek (NTM 1969); Ronans Cave (SAM 1966); Groote Eylandt (AM);
Red Bank Mine (AMNH 1959); Frazer River, Field River. Alice Springs,

Mount Conway, Ellery Creek (Finlayson 1958a : 923).
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Status: Rare and vanishing in Central Australia, but locally abundant
in llie north. A cave-dweller.

TwiOtt0my\ M. $. saturata Douglas, 1962 is available for the darker
northern populations.

Hipposideros ater Templeton, 1848. Dusky Horseshoe Bat

Map 32

Range*. Owenia Rockshelter (W. P. Walsh, /// ////.); Douglas River;

Oenpelli: King River, north-east of Oenpelli (NMV 1915); Deaf Adder
Creek (NTM 1 0(,9 ) ; Cutta Cutta (SAM 1966, CSIRO 1969).

Status: Uncommon, apparently needing pitch-dark caves with humidity
ncir saturation-point ( W. P. Walsh, /// //'//. ). Mainly in sandstone areas.

Taxonomy: See McKean & Price ( 1967). The Australian populations
belong to //. </, anwn\is Gray, 1858.

Hipposideros diadema (GeolTroy, 1813). Diadem Horseshoe Bat
Map 32

Range and Status: Known from the NT by 13 specimens mistnetled

amongsl tall paperbarks {Melaleuca) in a sandstone gorge on Deaf Adder
deck in September 1969 (NTM. CSIRO). Doubtless a\ave-dweller, as it:

is in Queensland.

Taxonomy: This isolated population has been described as a new sub-
species. //. el. inomafus McKean, 1970.

Hipposideros stenotis Thomas. 1913. Lesser Warty-nosed Horseshoe Bat
Map 32

Rattle and Status: Three o( the four NT records are from the western
escarpment ol Arnhem Land: Mary River, two collected from caves in May
1895 by Dahl. who found the species not uncommon; King River north-east
of Oenpelli. two collected from "sandstone clifis

11
in 1915 by McLennan

(NMV); Deal Adder Creek, one taken by hand from crevice high in sand-
stone cliff in September 1969 by D. Howe (NTM). The fourth record is

1mm the Gulf drainage: specimen from Red Bank Mine area near
Wnllogorang in 1959 (AMNH).

Rhinonicteiis auratiliiis (Gray. 1845). Orange Horseshoe Bat
Map 33

Range: Darwin i AM); Port Essinglon: Adelaide River (NMV 1912);
Oenpelli; Maranboy (AM); Cutta Cutta and Smokey Creek (W. P. Walsh.
in litt. )

.

Status: ''Widespread and common near the coast; distribution may
change seasonally. The Cutta Cutta population is c. 50,000 at present unless
I have seriously miscalculated the ratio oi' Rhinonicteris to Hipposideros ater
there" (W. P. Walsh, in litt., 1970).
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Gould quoted the following observation (requoted in Johnson 1964 :

474), that on the Coburg Peninsula this bat "retires during the daytime to

the hollow spouts and holes of the various species of Eucalypti". All

subsequent observations of the roosting of this species, however, indicate that

it is a cave-dweller.

Tadarida australis (Gray, 1839). White-striped Bat

Map 31

Range: Scattered localities from the Petermann Ranges (BMNH 1967)

north-east to the Stuart Bluff Range (NTM 1961) and Allambi (NTM
1968).

Status: Locally common.

Tadarida loriae (Thomas, 1897). Little Northern Scurrying Bat

Map 31

Range: Coburg Peninsula; Mount Borradaile (NTM 1968); Seven-Ten

Watcrhole, upper Nicholson River (NTM-CSIRO 1967).

Status: Uncommon; the NTM specimens were shot or netted over

waterholes at dusk.

Taxonomy: T. I. cobourgiana Johnson, 1959 was based on specimens

from the Coburg Peninsula.

i

go
„(XS Darwin

c

KY?

O Newi j-itlr Walcr

O Tennarn Creek

O Alice Springs

k L_

Map 31 Map 32



PARKER—NORTHERN TERRITORY MAMMALS 37

Tachirida planiceps (Peters, 1866). Little Flat Bat

Map 31

Bangei Lasseter's Cave, Petcrmann Ranges (NTM 1969); Alice Springs

area (NTM 1955. 1960, 1969); 14-mile Bore, Alcoota (CSIRO 1968);

Mary vale (NTM 1970): Ross River (NTM 1970); Tea Tree Well (NTM
1963).

Status: Widespread but apparently uncommon: roosting in hollow logs

and branches.

Tadarida jobensis (Miller, 1902). Northern Mastiff Bat

Map 31

Ranae: Darwin (AM); near White Stone Creek, Marrakai (NTM
1969); Alexandria; Seven-Ten Waterhole, upper Nicholson River (NTM-
CSIRO 1967); [Doomadgee. north-western Queensland (SAM 1963)].

Status: Apparently uncommon; roosting in tree-hollows.

Ta\onomx: The Australian populations belong to the race T. j. colonica

(Thomas, 1906).

Myotis adversus ( Horslieid, 1824). Large-tooted Myotis

Map 35

Riuiiic. Coburg Peninsula (CSIRO 1965); Seven-Ten Waterhole,

upper Nicholson River (NTM-CSIRO 1967); Melville Island (NMV 1938).

Status: Uncommon and local. Recorded roosting close to water, in

caves and culverts (within smaller crevices rather than on the bare walls)

and in hollow trees.

Taxonomy: The Australian populations belong to the race M. a

macropus (Could, 1855); see McKean & Hall (1965).

Chalinolohus gouldii (Gray, 1841). Gould's Wattled Bat

Map 34

Range and Status: Widespread and common in the south, north to the

upper Nicholson River (NTM-CSIRO 1967) and Banka Banka; further

north only two isolated records: Douglas River (Johnson 1964) and Coburg
Peninsula (NTM 1961). Roosts in tree hollows and amongst leaves.

Taxonomy: The name C. g. venatoris Thomas, 1908 (type-locality

Alexandria) is employed for the northern populations. Central Australian

populations are variable and represent a dine between C. g. venatoris and

the nominate race (J. L. McKean. in litt.).
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Chalinolobus morio (Gray, 1841). Chocolate Bat

Map 33

Range and Status: In the NT known with certainty only by six specimens

netted over Quarantine Bore, 12 miles south-south-west of Alice Springs, in

1969 (NTM). Finlayson (1961) listed "Chalinolobus cf. morio' from

Wollara.

Chalinolobus nigrogriseus (Gould, 1856). Hoary Bat

Map 33

Range: Brock's Creek; Coburg Peninsula (CSIRO 1965); Cape
Arnhem Peninsula; Groote Eylandt; Sir Edward Pellew Group (Keith 1 968 )

;

Red Bank Mine (AMNH 1959); China Wall and Block Waterhole. upper
Nicholson River (NTM-CSIRO 1967); 47 miles north of Daly Waters
(NTM 1961).

Status: A northern species. Widespread but uncommon. Recorded
roosting in rock crevices.

Taxonomy: The NT populations belong to the race C. n. rogersi

Thomas, 1909 (H. M. Van Deusen, in litt.).

Eptesicus Rafinesque, 1820. Little Bats

Map 35
Range and Status: Throughout the NT, common; roosting in caves and

mineshafts.
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Taxonomy. The name E. pumilus caurinus Thomas, 1914 is generally

used for the NT populations of this genus. In view of the remarks of McKean
& Price (1967) and McKean, in lift., concerning the need for a revision of

Australian Eptesicus, no specific name is here used.

Nycticehis balstoni (Thomas. 1906). Broad-nosed Bat

Map 36

Range: | Forrest River Mission (AM 1952); Sturt Creek, WA] Darwin;
houo Dam (CSIRO 1964); Marrakai HS (NTM 1963); 46 miles south-cast

of Adelaide River town (NTM 1958); Red Bank Mine (AMNH 1959);

Border Waterhole (NTM-CSIRO 1967); Alexandria; Tennant Creek;

Napperby Creek (NTM 1969); Karanji Bore (NTM 1963); Alice Springs

area (NTM 1960, 1965, 1969) ; Horseshoe Bend.

Status: Widespread and locally common. A specimen from Wire Creek

was one of live roosting in a hollow tree-limb with two Tadarida planiceps.

Taxonomy: The northern populations are generally referred to N. b.

caprcnus (Troughton, 1937) and those of Central Australia to nominate

V. b. balstoni. J. L. McKean, in litt., considers that the type of Scotophilia

greyii Gould, 1858 (type-locality Port Essington) may prove to belong to

the taxon at present known as N. b. caprenus.
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Miniopterus schriebersii (Kuhl, 1819). Bent-wing Bat

Map 34

Range: Darwin area; Tortilla Flats (NTM 1967); Virginia Mine
(W, P. Walsh, in ////.); nine miles west of Katherine (SAM 1966); Deat
Adder Creek (NTM 1969); Timber Creek (NMV 1963).

Status: Locally common, in deep caves, mineshafts and abandoned
buildings. W. P. Walsh, in Hit., estimated the Virginia Mine colony to

number more than 50,000 bats. The nine Deaf Adder Creek specimens were
shot in sandstone gorges, six over a watcrhole.

Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to M. s. orianac

Thomas, 1922.

Nyctophilia geoflfroyi Leach, 1821. Lesser Long-eared Bat

Map 37

Range: North to False Smoke Hills (AM 1965), Tennant Creek,

Alexandria and Springvale (NTM-CSIRO). with an isolated record from the

Katherine area (NTM).

Status: Scattered but locally not uncommon. Roosts in trees, occa-

sionally in caves and rock-crevices.

Taxonomy: The NT populations are generally referred to N. g.

pallescens Thomas, 1913.

Nyctophilia bifax Thomas, 1915. North Queensland Long-eared Bat

Map 37

Range: Daly River; Brock's Creek; Melville Island; Coburg Peninsula

(CSIRO 1965).
"

Status: Unknown. Dahl found it abundant around the Uniya Mission

on the Daly River in 1894. Of the Brock's Creek specimens, one was flying

over a waterhole, the other clinging to the bark of a tree in daylight (Johnson
1964 : 479).

Taxonomy: The NT populations belong to the race A', b. daedalus

Thomas, 1915 (Johnson 1964).
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Nyctophilus arnheniensis Johnson, 1959. Arnhem Land Long-cared Bat

Map 37

Range: King River, north-east of Oenpelli (NMV 1915); Tortilla

Flats, Adelaide River (NTM 1967); Brock's Creek; Cape Arahem Peninsula;

Groote Eylandt; Sir Edward Pellew Group (Keith 1968); Springvale

(NTM-CSIRO).

Status: Little-known but probably not uncommon; in dense tall paper-

bark woodland, passages in monsoon forest and the gloomy arcades of

dense riverine bamboo. Found roosting beneath the bark flaps of large

paperbarks.

Taxonomy: There is a possibility that Nyctophilus arnheniensis is a

junior synonym of Nyctophilus walked Thomas, 1 892, which name was based

on a single specimen from the Adelaide River (J. L. McKean, in lift.).
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Appendix 1

NOTES ON COLLECTORS AND COLLECTIONS
These notes ;.,,• nnt exhauslm. In the main they treat new information and obscure

fUlinl !

'
I

(

- ,v <l Junnj the Checklist's preparation, thai would be of value in the compila-
01 a comprehensive bibliography. See also Whittcll (1954) and M. Speeht ( 196-1 >.

(ll,,,l,
v

'' ( •• »• Between 1912 and 1920 CftMU collected buds in the Oenpell. I a-.t
Allij'aln, Kf\er ,,r,:.. most Of these arc now in (he NMV. In 1913 he donated a specimen
oj M-tMfmhrtamvA go/iMff, In 1922 the nmv purchased from Mrs. Mane Cahlli five
specimens o» Xln<n,r<n bentartbu .m<l one of PerteloMOS COncinna collected by < ahill.

1(M,,
^i ;

ilu
!"!

ds V
,'

(
'

> -W«JI :.s an assistant with Edward (later Sir)" Charles
Stirling Khun Hon. Director, SottUl Australian Museum) in 1890-91 when Stirling
ftccpmMaiod the Govcrnoi of South Australia, the Earl of Kintore, to the nt in theSAM there ;.re a lew bud spcumeu-. o£ ( ornock's. labelled -Mount flnncll I89r and
POII DmWiJl, Mateh IS9E-. Possibly |, c .Stained the Monni Bmrell speei.nen ofNaiomyx longieaitWUb (q.v\.

"''''.S^ IxqJ';^ .Vmi^^
10 '^ 1

io
1 ' '

-P
aly fe^-Mary River-South Alligator River.

| 1896 (Dahl IU26) Oahl's notebooks :^,\ the great majority of his eolleclions are
... the University nl Oeio, Norway. A comprehensive study of this malarial has vet tobUperbicde ii,, piecemeaJ accounts b v Colleh and Thomas '
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De lelnj,., C. W ( J,
Sot Schcvill, W. E.

Dock!, Walter Dempsey (1891-1969). Bflrn 27 March 1891 »l "loowone. Queensland tfl

1913 Uodd cdftoded mammal* and birds (now in SAM) cm Melville fcland, Baihursi

Island and Ihe Upp6£ \);i.rv Ruei His Melville I Jiiih.i birds WCK vsiilirn up by /id,'

(19|4a !9J4b); his mammals have never formed I he 0ub]ccl -.1 S rBpOtl. DlJdd died

17 May 19&9 at Brisbane.

I v J. R. ( I834-IS58). Accompanied A. C. CircuoiV- G855*t85(i CXpsditfoti I • PtJlflfU

Australia. MoM of his /imloeical material (now in the BMNH) was oliiamed :»r rhc

Victoria River Depol No. I. Although Ebey COnOCIltlHted Ofl bltd^ he obtained a tew

mamnnd-. must pi .\liirli ,.ir ml>\v without t tie i r data. Sec ( hisholm (.1964^ I'XSu) .ind

Macdoi.ald & CbtoUin J LW€ I

Finlayson, H. M (l$9j )- An authority on the mammals of Central \usfrfllia,

Honorary Curator of Mammals at ihe Suuih Vu&tralian Museum from )94f) io I9.M he

amassed a lar.uc ptivale Collection, the fnuccessibiiitjy o\ which is ,i >oni-ec i'l i;,: 1

amongst mammaloeiMs. Hn lay-son's crowning p:ipci tin ( eiitral Australian manini il

appeared in 1 96 1-

Gillcn, K I. (1855-191*21. Bbffc 28 Dtftibei 1855. Accompanied VV. Baldwin Spencer ftp

several expeditions. Some, if not all, of Ihe early material from the Blltl Plain north of

Alice Spr tries was nhtamed hy (ullen. (.illen iiied d( ..mvotrophic lateral sclerosis bn

5 lutre 1^12

llrll. O. I-'. (I8S0IV>4). TMafumlisi Ml the KiilI.iv I xploriim Lxpcdition to ( entral Australia

and the Northern territory, I Ml 1-1912: Government I ntomoloyisl. N T. 1912-1917. No
complete report w,w evtr poblisftcd aiiiuiiiiiii! the results of the Uaiclav E'.xpediUon, on

Which Mill made colleclions (now in Ihe NMV) Of birds-, maumuK o-piili-s. uteris and

plants Fi>r a dated itinerary iif ihe oniwud siaee pi this expedition i Oodnadada to Ihe

M.iLarthnr River > see ELwart & Uavies ( 1917. map). Othet notes m;i\ he hM\*\*\ m Hill

(1913) and Ctfiftpbdll & Kershaw (I'.MVj. Hills notebooks o\' 1911-1912, mostly to

shorthand, locether with Ihotsc ol M. Vnc u-nvh.v. :ne in the Commonwealth Archive*,

Canberta; the pUlirntfl trf the txpediliuii's .surveyor, R. McPhcrson, is in Ihe olliee ol the

Land? tf.nd Survey Branch. Norihern Territory Admtnr-.iialion. I3;n\\ in. Ihe slndv and
publication Of niiieiial iclatine 10 this expedition would he ;i mp81 Valuable underinkiiiL'

Mill died al Sydney on IS .himurv 1 9 VI.

Hosiner. William I. f>fl, 1930- ). Horn in Ireland. An Australian-based hei peioli-crst.

lender ol (he I960 Spaldmid iLf.rnei expedition, w h;..-li visited the NT < specimens.

including .' few mumni.il-.. in \MNII). Als*> <>n die [$$% Sp;ddm- Peie^on I-. vpedilie»n.

lloy. C. XI t ). Doueliis River and Broek s Creek. 19211 '''• reeunens ,\vc in

the IJS'sM a\k\ were detailed hy Johnson (1064).

Jnhnsnn. Davul Morn (1912- L Horn Albany, (.hction. 9 September [912 (.urnha -i

Mammals. United States National Museum, l94I-'(>8. Mamm.il-uii mi ih. M.M^

Amei iCD-n* Anstraliiin I'xpedilion to Arnfiern fund (Jofin',<ai [954).

1 r .lane, Alherl de I I
A FfCDChniOD, HJl .nnjlem n.iinr ihsl win. lived On II

'•••n.ill

property named Adel's (Jrovi -nine ')0 miles s«»uth-wes| of HurKelown on I ivvii Hill

t reck, nnrihvveslern (Queensland Mis nunn interest appears io ha\e been hoianv. and
In ;ent plant colleclions to Ihe Queensland I lrih;iMiiin. I'.ri^hiine. Troiiiditon (1

lJ65"
2')-.^0) nienlioned i -erii-s of PtaflfgaU tnvtanu it/ v.) in the \M collected hy de I.estan^.

M, l.irman. VV. R. {INK: 1T>5). Ct..ist:d NT west Io Ihe K.n- R.ver ( n->i di e:.s| of Ctejjpellll,

1915 (Mel.enn;in 19171. AllhOUfih Mel enn.in euneenlniled on hiols. he Obtained •' f ev\

mammals (no\\ in the NMV'i from I
It- -;iiHk!onc ninyes ol

:

rhc Kinv: River, which VVilkms
(i/.r . ) visited in 1924, 111 omilholoeiL:il likTalnre Mcl.ennan's name is rrec|utnily Sp |l

Maclennan («•.;.'-. Whittell |954) tind M lemejii Mo\\e\er. Mel.enn.in is the hum
appearing On his birlh-ccinii, e

,
i ij Kl hy him m his lettBtS (Mrs T. Kloot. Vr>.hiv^l.

Royal Ansir.ilasian Ornitfiotu-.a Iti.oi., m fffl).

I'elcrson. Russell 1'raner- t
1922- ). Horn II hinc W22 M MonlehMr, N«V? h'rsey.

Mamm.doiiist associated wilh ihe AMNH 1952*59. led the 1959 Spaldinp-Pelerson
Fxpcdilion In Oueeiisland :ind fhe Nl (specimens in AMNMK Nov. free -lanee editor.

author and ailisl. Living in lamesiown. Rhode Island. U.S.A His '• , ctal hooks include

\\
populji worl, on hats (I'lki-^ii l>".4).

Scltevill, W. K, ( ). Mcmhcr ^\ ihe IM_M-V> H.uvjm.I An-todem I ..vped.iH.u. in

Ihe iVK / 'here is & e<»lleclion of 4S nMiiuii.d ^pCCjmc fl8 Collected ifl Ihe Her m,mnshurg,
Hairov, Creek and lealree Well u&Uti ui 1932 hy Sehcvdl cV I -. \V. I )e leliea. Alfh^Uph
Tate mentioned a few of these specimens in his revisions. Hi-/ -/. >lloc Hon WIS never reported
in its em iii-is See I overide,e I I 9^4 : 244 -5 ).
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Li,::. Philip uu \

KH)V ), Financed I he 1959 Spaldim: PeiCtSOd E Kf*tfftft»1 and the

I ''i,i) .Sp;ildii)L»llitsnii-i k\|iL-iliiion.

SpiiKCt, \V. H. < IXnO 1020J /.oolocisl on Ihc limn I xpedition !o Cfttttral Australia 111 1X94

lie made aevoraJ aubsequenl trips to the NT, some with L. J. Gillen (sec Spencer &

D'fllen 1912, Spencer 1928), Spencet!s contacts of W94 (P. Byrne of Charlotte Waters

I Cowlq ni lllainurla. c/ a/.] continued sending him maninniK Tor BOfrW ye.us "
I he

knencer mammal collection is n valuable one Oil both historical arid scientific significance*

However, Ilk- passage of lime has resulted in considerable dillicully id idcnhlication of

much o! Ihe Ivpe material. Some specimens base vanished possibly deslroyed. while

P have lo*l most of Iheir data" (D'lXOfi 1970: 105). One might add thai In Other

i

> \ as wiih the "Barrow c reek" material (see Gazetteer^ some of the specimens

I h.,ve bee.) mcoircclly localized. Details of the Horn Expedition umcoiiv more precise

thai [JiOfte fOHAd In 'he HOtD Report appeal m Winucekc (I897.J.

Stalker W ( I X79 I 9t ), Alloy Downs. Alexandria Stalion. 1905*1906 fa thai time

.indu,. covered a Far greriiei area than now (nee Ingram I907). Restriction of the

iiiov,s,;iiiLC of smii-.ei\ material lo present day Alexandria is therefore unsatisfactory, and

D t earned out on a dated ilineraiv. Si.ilk-i\ material is in the IvMNII

|'< u M. (IX99 ). In the 1920s and !9J0s I crry BXpfOied large liacis nt t.cnii.il

v,i,halia. nOtabt) IflC I anami Desert and the Lake M tick ay Lake Amadeus rcuions. He

obtained mammilla for IL H. Liuiayson. amongsi ihem the foolotyncs ol La&rrchcxtvs

rtSt*Qltttti.\ and BetUmglti penlcltlata unhyttnt, Terry's books Ofl these surveys ( 1 *r> 2 5 .
I
c
> 2 7

.

[.930, 1931 [9%T] are full of the most interesline detail.

fhUnifiOII, D. h (1901 1970). -Donald Thomson went in I9*S (o Arnhem Land . . .

He nude an extensive zoological collection, now at Melbourne I'niversjtv . primarily as n

h, i, k,-km. nd tO the study Of The ecology and faod-satbei'tng hiihits ol the aborigines. Ihe

iii.il: i ial has been worked upon, but no systematic publication has been made nf Ihe

COllcCtibns, tnninly mammals, reptiles and amphibians" ( \1 Spcchl 1964 *.S). L>ihu<"

Thomson's later years at leasi. ihese collections wcic not available to workers I hcj]

crltfenl examination ,wn\ publication is a matter d the first importance.
Thnin-.oTi died on is Way 1970 &i Khham. Victoria, His ashes were scattered from

a plane over (. a edoil Hay in north eastern Arnhem Land.

I.,le, N. H. <I900 ). Roper River 1921! Groolc Eylandt 1921-1922 [judaic

collected H lev m nmnals mow in the SAM), which have not been reported. Sec Tindalc

< 1925]

I i

,

r m .

<

• \ .
.1 K. < 1 S7 I 1929). Arnhem Land. 191)2-1903. Tunnev's laree bud and mammal

collections are dispersed amongst the HMNIL VVAM. USNM and ayinh. Storr ( I9hh).

nsine Information from Pufjucy's bird specimens, elucidated much of Tunncy's itincru\

in the NT. A study of Ihe mammal labels, m conjunction With Sinn's lindines. would
prow ;i most profitable exercise.

Wilkius. St i George Hubert (IKXN-I95.S). For Wilkins' activities in Hie northern M during
: and 1925, consult lus bonk ( 1928). His collections, which include a good MlrtibOi

ol ni.iniinal sj irniiioiy wcic deiM»siicd m the liMNII. allhough paralypes of several new
farms wen presented to Ihe Queensland Museum. Wilkins'

,k

Kin.e River" is unt the

hibiii.nv ol the kalhcrme Koer as Ihuinas
| 1926) iliouehl. but the King River uoiih-easl

nt OenpeHi j\m\ south of Ihe Qoulbultl Islands (Wilkins 1928 ! 200: Johnson 1964 :
4sS)

Will,
i
us" COllec lions h.ive im»i vet been ful!\ reported.

Wdkins died oveini-ihl JO November- 1 L>eccmbcr 1958, Some months later Com
manJer lames talveit. U.S Navy, juried his ashes north beiieaih ilie PolftT Ice where
they ' ' caUered on 17 Marc-h 1959.

Appendix II

(.AZETTEER OP PLACE-NAMES

Latitude* are *0iilJi Uwieitudes east, lo the nearest minuie. positions given for callle
-'mm ri I iC nt the I'lesenl hniuesfeads. See ;iImi Stoii I9n7:7l-S.

'nl, hide Riv. . rises HI 11 25', HI 00\ flOwg N iTJtO V;.n Dienien OUlf ftl |2° t V, IM '

I • I'

\dcTaide River town "u (he Adelaide River Where it is CfOSSCd by Snian Highway 72 iiuIcn s
o. Daiwin. ai I y 15'. I il° Q7'
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Alexandria, cattle si;,i,on on Barkly I nhleland. 19 03', 130 42', See Appendix I inula

w. Stalker,

Alice Sp.in^. town on the I odd River. 23" 42', M3" 5T. Ha.lv male. ml labelled
|

''Ailed

Springs" someiunes came from fqtfher afield; some of Gillcn^ specimens bo labelled

were aclnallv from I he Bull Plain.

Allambi, cattle station. W lV, 134" 25'.

Alroy iDownsi, cattle station on Barkly Tableland. r> 17'. Mo 03'.

Angurugu River, Groolc Pylnndl, estuary Lit 13" 5X\ 136" 24',

Arllunga. former gold town, 2.V 25'. 134" 43'.

ArnheiD land, formerly <le..oled the far north of the NT between the TUnOI Sea and the

Gulf of Carpentaria; now general!} restricted to the Aboriginal Reserve m the eti

two-thirds of this are... The greater pott is occupied by the predominant!* sandstone

Arnhen. land Plateau, the flanks of which a.e known as the Ainhcm land I -.cn.p.nent.

Arthur Creek, crossed by Jervois Slock Route at 22
r

41', 13<> 41'.

Attack Creek, crossed by Stuart Highway St 19" 02'. 134' MP.

Avers Ranee. 2.S° 5>\ isV 09'

Avers Ruck, 25 21, 131 02'.

Baeot Creefc (Camp 23 Gf the Horn lixpcd.Uon. 1X94). leaves George Gill Ranee at 24 24',

L3i° 4X\ Not to be confused with the Bacol Creek 9 miles VV ol I lermannsbu.

g

Balanbrinm (Ofl label of Mrscmbrionivs macriims. NMV): Spencer (1928 : 552J rei'eif I tO

"a small watcrhole on the Leila ("reck, called Ballanbrini"\ Leila C reek is a tributary ot

the upper Maearthur River. I have failed to find a vvaterhole of (fab name. 1
ym pit

ncer & Gillen's route between (J.I. Downs and Leila Creek there b a Unlanbrmi

(reek (a tributary ol the Limmen Bight River) crossed at 16 15', 135 20'. Pending

further research, one must leave the Ballanbrini Waleihole o\' Spencer & Gillen an (fig

track between Ol. Downs and the Leila Maearthur junction.

In the NMV there are several bird specimen-, trom this expedition libelled

"Ballanginie". possibly a variant spelling of the above.

Banka Banka. cattle Station on Stuart Highway, IS 47'. 134 03 '.

Barklv Tableland, north-eastern reeion ol plajriS of ereat pastoral value, about 300 miles long

by 100 mfles wade, orientated NW-SE between 17" ;.nd JO'S; bounded In Mic N and

NL by the Gulf of C Jai pentaria drainage (Carpentaria fall), in Hie VV and S by semi-

desert, and in the SI by the Georgina basin.

Barrow Creek, small i.hui on Smart Highway. 21 31'. I V.\" jy, Spencer S Gillen called

here in 1901 and 1902: sumi Of their specimens labelled "Barrow Creek", howevei. m.iv

have come from elsewhere (see remarks Under DdxyUtV&dt '•
I and Microtis Uucura).

Indeed, it is possible thai material collected further south and furl her north was despatched

from Bairow (reek and so labelled upon its receipt in Melbourne. Similarly, "Alice

SprfngS." and "Tennant Creek" may often have denoted points of despatch rather than ol

provenance, (Dr. G. M, Storr, fn fttf., now considers that the seven specimens of

CtenntHS rttbustUS Storr (Scincidae) Obtained by Spencer UMi labelled "'Barrow Creek"
WCfC actually collected considerably further north.)

Basedow Range. 25
a

05', 132 05'.

Ratlin. st Island, immediately VV of Melville Island, II 40'. HO HY

Beatrice Kill, 35 miles F.SR of Darw.n, 12 W |.3|
B

19'.

Beetaloo. catlle station. 17* 14', 133" 47'

Bentmck Island, old, in Gulf of Carpentaria at 17 or, no ur.

Birdsville, Qld, town .it Z5
a 54'. 139" 21'.

Block Waterhole. upper Nicholson River. 17" jfi'i 137 09'

Bobby's Well - Kurtitina Well. q.v.

Bond Springs, cattle station. 23 3 V, 133 sty

Bonython Range, WA near the Nl border, 23° *8-'< 128° 59'.

Border Waterl.ole. Nf/Ol.l horde.. IX 3(V. HS 00'

Borroloola small lown on the Macarthut Rivet. l6
B W. I36

H
18'.
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BcOfik
1

! Creek, station on North Australian Railway. 27 miles SB of Adelaide River, 13 28',

131 I5
r

,

Brunette Downs, eatlle station on Barkly Tableland, 18° 38', 135 57'.

Buchanan Creek, left-bank tributary of the Playford 12 miles SE of Alexandria.

j'.iiiuli v River, heyius at 22 50'. 134 TV. Hows NE into the Sandover at 21' 45', 135
J

37'.

BUTI Creek, crossed by Stuart Highway 37 miles N of Alice Springs. 23" 12'. 133 45'.

Hurl Plain, in broadest sense the entire plain immediately N of the western and central

Macdonnell Ranges, but Usually restricted to sector N of Alice Springs. Some of Cnllen s

'Alice Springs?5 material came from the Butt Plain.

Bushy Park, cattle station. 22
u

54'. 133' 56\

I ilvcrt River ilowing NE into Gulf of Carpentaria at 16 16', 137'
1

45'.

Camooweal, Qld, town, 19
:

55', 138 OS'.

I EuJtyteina Well — Kurtitina Well, </.»•.

i ape Arnhem Peninsula. I2
n

20'. 136' 50'.

(ape Crawford, northern point of an inland sandstone ranee. 16
J

39'. 135 48'

( 'armichaeh *s ) (jag. western George Gill Range. 24
r

13'. 131' 33

I av*flagh Ranee. WA. 26
u

13'. 127" 56'.

• aVcnagh Rang? < avanagh Range.

< edar Bay. Old. 1 5' 49'. 145" 22'

Centra) Australia, oflicially (formerly) the NT south of 20°.

( enlre Island. Sir Edward Pellew Group, 15
,J

41'. 136' 46".

Charleville. Qh\ l.iun. 26° 24', 146 15'.

Charley C reck I -
!
of Mount Hay at 23' 34'. I33

?

06'. tlowing N lo fltiodoul at 23 07',

132° 59'.

Charlotte W'. iters, waterhole on Coglin Creek at 25° 55'. I34'
J

54'. with the former telegraph

station half a mile to the S at Station Point. Coglin Cree'K divides sandhill country to

the N hum gibber plains to the S. Only here do the Lake Eyre basin gibber associations

intrude into the Nl. which may explain the occurrence here and nowhere else in the

NT of DasyUrrttdet hymci, No$0WN jnscus, S. cervinUs and the bird Ashhyia hncnsix

(Gibber Bird).

Cheepfe, QUI, small town. 26
1

38\ 145" 01'.

China Wa ;

l, BSCarptnent on left bank of upper Nicholson River. 17 46'. 137" 13'.

( Ivde Creek (marled Clyde River on current 1 : 250.000 sheet). rightd->ank tributary <->> the

Vlacarthur River which it joins at 16
B
25; 136° 08'.

i iihin (i ohourg) Peninsula, north-western extremity of mainland at 1L
:

20'. 132" 15'.

katao Creek. 22" 06'
s

132' 08'.

I uherie. SA, waterhole at ca. 26° 48', I 39 29', ca. 18 miles S of Old Clifton Downs US.

CoofKir ( reek, rises in the MV escarpment of Arnhem Land, flows into estuary of East

Alligator River at 12
U

07'. 132
r

41'. N'T'M collections were formed within 2-3 miles of

Mount Borradaile ii/.w).

( oojut (reek, dramace channels from the junction of the Barcoo and Thomson rivers in SW
Old at 25° 10\ 142 55'. flowing SW into Lake kopperamanna. NE SA. at 28 }>\
1 38 * 45'.

( ouhhard'-. Well — Kurtitina Well, q.v.

Creswell ( reek, begins 17
:

44'. 136" 40'. Hoods out at I8
l

IS'. 1 3 5 05'.

Crocodile Islands, oil N coast, centred on 12" 00'. 135 ()()'.

Crofeer Maud, off N coast, IT 10'. 132° 35'.

< rQWn Point, table-topped hill on the Finke River at 25
u

30'. 134° 23'. The site of Old
down Station is 2 miles SSW at 25 32* I 34 23'.

r.niin Springs, cattle station. 25 19', 13C 45'

Cutta Cutta ( Kathennc Caves), 16 miles S of Katherine.

l>alhousie Springs. SA. hoi springs and permanent swamps, 26° 31', 115" 29'.
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Dalmore Downs, cattle slation on Barkly Tableland, 19 45', 135* 59f
,

Nol fo be confused

With Delmore Downs on the Bundey River.

Daly River flowing NW ffQiti the confluence of the kalhcriue ;md Hie Flora al 14" 25',

13

1

1
" 39' into the Timor Sea at 13° 23'. 130

J

18'.

Daly River Mission (formerly Uniya). on the lower Daly al 13° 45', 130" 41',

Daly Waters, town near Stuart BfghW&y, 1 6 15' 133° 2,0*

Dare 1

* Plain, 17 miles NVV of King's Canyon. 24
c

01', I3t* W,

Darwin, city on NVV coast. 12' 28', 130" Ml

Davenporl Range, centred on 20 50'. 135" 00'.

Deaf Adder Creek, rises on Arnhem Land Plateau, Hows W into Nourlangie Creek at 12

L32' 48. NTM Collections were mainly from the sandstone escarpment at ca. 13 On'.

132"' $&.

Delamere, cattle station in Victoria. River basin. 15 44'. 131 32'

IVIny. cattle station. IT 33', 134" 49'.

Desert Block (formerly part of Napperhy). part of Amburla station. 23* 04', 133* 01'.

Diamantina River. Hows SW through SW Qld, into the Lake Lyre basin.

Docker Creek Docker River.

Decker River, aboriginal settlement on watercourse of same name. Peleimann Ranges. 24' 48',

129 02'.

Douglas River, rises NW of Pine Creek, flows W into the Daly River al M 4J\ \ \\ 09'

Dnnmarra. cattle station on StuarL Llighway, 16 ' 40'. 133' 23'.

Fasl Alligator River, rises on Arnhem land Plateau, flows NW to Ihe coast al 1? 10',

132" 35'.

Edith River, siding on North Australian Railway where ii ctoshv- l.h< I dilh River at 14 12'.

132" 02'.

Fhrenburg Range. 23 17'. 130" 21 .

Fleho Island, olf N coast, 11" 57'. \\y 4 1'

Llkedra. cattle station, 21' 10', 135' 2S'

Lllery Creek; Linlayson (1958a) gave a locality for Mwrotiermi as "the Fllery Creek
gorge in the James Range at about tat. 24° 5' S. and long. 132 49' F.*\ Phis places us

on the Finke River near its junction with Rllcry Creek: 24 05' strikes Fllery Creek at

132 50'.

Elliott, town on Stuart Highway. 17° 34', 133 31'.

Lthel Creek, begins al western end of Ireuer Range, flows W lo floodoul al 22 12', 130 04'.

False Smoke Hills: I have submitted this name to the NT Geographical Nomenclature
Committee, to be used for the feature al 20 04'. I30

n
10' in the Tanami Deseii incotTCCtfy

named Smoke Hills on a recent 1 : 250,000 The Granites sheet. The true Smoke Mills.

named by Davidson (1905b: 55) and referred to by Jerry (1930). are at 20" IV.
129" 55'. and are marked as Cave Hill on some recent maps I overlooked this error
when drawing up a previous gazetteer (Parker 1969 : 71 ). Material affected is Ih&i
collected in the vicinity of "Smoke Hills" (--- False Smoke Hills) by the Anslralian
Museum in 11965.

Field River: Finlayson (1958a) under Mucrodvmm 'i.-uis, gave ihe position of "caves on Ihe

Field River*' as about 23" 34'. 137' 53'. I his places us amongst sand dunes, mosl
unlikely country for caves. L. Corbelt. who visited the Field River in |968j WW told h\

station hands at Tobermorey that bal caves existed in hills to the Westward of Smith's
Bore. The hills in question arc almost certainly Ihe Mount Knuckcv group at 23

J
32',

137 42'.

Fogg Dam, 12 * 34'. 131 18'.

Forrest River Mission. WA. 26 miles NW ol Wyndham. al IV II'. I27
u

51'.

Four-mile Hole. Wildman River. 12 16', [IF 13'.

Ppiirteen-mile Bore. Aleoota Station, 23° 01'. 134 29'

Loi.cr River
| Fra/.er Creek), righFbank tiihniarv of the Bundey, which if imrM n 22' 22 r

,

135° 15'.
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Erew River; begihS in Davenport Range :it 21 B 00', 135 " 00', flows NE towards Barkly Table-

tand i" fldodpit! ai 1$' 58', 135' 40'.

Geoigc Creek, south of upper Nicholson River, crossed by truck al IS 15', 137' 16'. Not
to be confused with creeks of the same name in the Victoria and Mary River drainages.

OfiOrgfi Gill Ranee. 24 20', I 3 I

u
45'.

GeoifiifA Downs, cattfe station, 2V 07'. 1
37" 39'.

C.co.uin.i Riser, begins SE of Barkly Tableland, flows SSE through W Queensland.

GimbaL homestead on the South Alligator at 13
P

34'. 132" 36'.

Glen Helen, cattle station, 23 25'. 132" 15'.

Groote Eylandl, large island in the Gulf of Carpentaria, 14" 00'. 136
r

40'.

Haast's HI nil, aboriginal settlement in western Macdonnell Ranges. 23"' 27'. 13l
fl

53', 10

miles SW of mountain of same nanu\

Halls (reck. VVA, old township at 18" 15', 127" 47'. S miles E of new Hall's Creek.

Hamilton Down-, cattle station. 23° 32'. 133' 16'.

Harts Range < Depot j. former mining camp at 23" 00', 134" 55'. The present police station

is < (f, 2 miles to the N.

Hatches ( icek. mining township. 20° 56', 135
:

12'.

II- nbury. cattle station. 24 33'. .133" 15'.

Hermannshurg, mission station on the Einke River, 23 57', 132" 47'.

Horseshoe Bend, tattle station, 25" 13'. 134° 13'.

Huckitta. cattle station. 22 54', 135 27'.

Hugh Creek Hugh River.

Hugh River, begins in western Macdonnell Ranges, flows SB into the Finke River at 25° 02',

l>4' 10'.

Humbert River, cattle station, \(^ 29'.
1 30

T

39'.

Illamurta. former police camp 26 miles S of Hermannsburg al 24 21'. 13" 41'.

bunes Range. 24' 15'. 133" 05'. In broader sense includes the KrichaufT Range.

lervois Range? 22 3<\ 1 ffi" 15'.

karanji Bore, 23" 17'. 133 OS'

k.uheiiue, town on Stuart Highway and Katherine River. 14 28'. 132 16'.

(Catherine Caves = Cutta Cutta (<j.v.).

Katherine River, rises on Arnhem Land Plateau, flows W into the Daly River at 14
c

25'.

131 39*

River, rises on Arnhem Land Plateau, flows NE to the coast at II" 50', 133° 32'.

I his is the river worked by Mclennan in 1915 and Wilkins in 1924; it has been
confused by I nomas and others with the King River that flows into the upper
Katherine.

King River Range, a name used by Wilkins ( 1928) for rocky hills 15 miles up the river

from its mouth. Johnson ( 1964 : 455) reckoned this camp to be al 11 56'. 133° 25'.

According to Mclennan (1917) the ranges along the King River are of sandstone.

King's Canyon. George Gill Range. 24° 15', 131° 34'. A "tour^i" name, which some
diehard Central Australians refuse to USC« The native name for this remarkable canyon
and the creek that issues from it is Wudalka

King's Creek, strictly speaking, the creek that flows SW out of King's Canyon to floodout at

24 25'. 131 25*i Eormerly used also for the feature now known as King's Canyon.

Kmiore Range, IT 21'. 129
c

23'.

Kiirtitiiht Well, a native well (now probably quite obliterated) between Lake Amadeus and
Aycrs Rock at 25" 02'. 131 14'.

Kyancutta. SA. township, 33
c

08', 135 34'.

Lake Amadeus. large salt-lake, 24
u

50'. 13T 00'.

Lake Buck, Tanami Desert, 19* 38'. 130 20'.



REC. s. AUST. \ns.. 16 (ID: 1-57 January, L973

Lake Christopher, VVA, saMaka, 24" 44', 1 27
:

34'.

like Dearie, 12' 44'. J 3 1 01*.

Lake Eyre, SA, huge sail-lake. 28° 30', 137
J

20'.

! il Maekay. large salt-lake on WA/NI border, 22" 20', 129° 00'.

Lake Surprise. Tannmi Desert, on the Lander River at 20 12'. 131 49'.

ier's Cave (incorrectly LassiterV). Hull River, Petermann Ranges, 25° 01'. 129° 24'.

Lightning Roek. WA, 26" 04'. 127° 45'.

Lock. SA. township, 33° 34', 135* 46'.

Macallum Creek: Finlayson f 1958a) under Mavrndcrma gigax, gave the locality "the table-

land scarp in the Macallum Creek area at about lat. 13' I6'S. and long. 130
ri

44'E."

This places us a little SE of a Macallum Creek in the Reynolds River area. V the

"tableland scarp" referred to is probably meant to be that of the Arnhem Land Plateau.

the Macallum Creek in question may be the one further east (a tributary of the

Margaret River), crossed by a track at 13 1
6', 13 l

u
27'.

Mactirlhur River (incorrectly McArthur). begins on the Barkly-Carpentaria divide, flows

NE into the Gulf of Carpentaria at 15 50'. 136° 40'.

McColTs Bore, Armstrong River at Ctf. 16
J

39'. 131
u

51'.

Macdonnell Ranges, collective name for ranges along 23 40'. between 131
J

00' and 135'' 00'.

MeEwin Hills, 22' 00'. 129° 35'.

Maekay. QUI, town on B coast. 21 09'. 149 IT.

McLaren Creek, crossed by Stuart Highway at 20" 20'. 134 M.
Malhnn. Old. small town. IV 04'. 140 18'.

Mangajera Billabong. Roper River (Iindalc), probably Mungejirri Yaalpul Waterhole, 14 -?

135" 15', on the Wukointyarra Plains, a salt marsh area near the mouth of the Roper.

Mann Range. NT SA border, centred On 26' 05'. 130 00'.

Manners Creek, cattle station, 22" 07', 137° 59'.

Marinboy. siding on North Australian Railway 30 miles ESJ5 of Katherine at 14' 40',

132 39'. Maranboy police station is 14 miles NE.

Marqua. cattle station. 22 49', 137 21'.

Marrakai. catlle station, 12 4X\ 131 " 22'.

Mary River, rises on Arnhem Land Plateau E o[' Pine Creek, flowing NNW to ihe coast at

12 17', 13 P 40'. The species collected on this river by Dahl and Dodd indicate that

the two collectors worked the rugged country of the upper reaches.

Melville Island. large island W of Coburg Peninsula, 11° 35', 13C 00'.

Milingimbi. mission station on island of same name off N coast at 12 05', 134 55': one of
the Crocodile Islands.

Mongrel Downs i I allalah Downs), cattle station, 20' 34', 129" 44'.

Mount Alexander, 12
G

IE. I36
L

40'.

Mount Borradaile, 12 04', 132° 51',

Mount Burrell. former overland telegraph depot on the Hugh River at 24
r

36'. 133 55'.

Later became Old Maryvale HS. A hill of the same name lies -4 miles SE. See
Appendix I. under Cornock.

Mount Conner. 25 30'. Ml 53 '.

Mount Conway. 23
,J

45'. 133° 26'.

Mount Crombie. SA. 26 J W. J30
r

50'.

Mount Doreen, cattle station, see Vaugban Springs.

Mount Heughlin. 23
c

' 2E, 132' 14'.

Mount Jenkins. 25 39', 129" 40'.

Mount McMinn (Spencer, 1911). right bank of the Roper River at 14 4?', 134" 22'.

Mount Olga. 25° 16'. IV.)
J

44'.

Mount Peculiar. 23" 26', HE 16'.

Mount Ra/orbaek. 23 32'. 132 27'.
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Mouni Rlddocft, C&U|e station. 23'"' 02'. 134° 40'.

Mount Riddock - Mount Riddoch.

Mount Shoebridge Mount Shoobridgc.

Mount Shoohndge. I V 32', 131 ' 19'. Tinhelds of same name 2 miles W.

Mount Solitaire, Taoami Desert. 20° 32', 131 14'.

Mount Sonder. IV 35'. 132° 34'.

Mount Squires, WA. 26' 13'. 127
J

29'. No! to be confused with Mount Squirc(s), NT,
25' 19'. 134 IK'.

Mount Udor, 23" 30'. 131° 01'.

Mnu.il Wells. 13" 30*. 13 T 43'.

Miuehi>on RttOgfr, centred on 20" 15', 134
L

25'.

Murrachurra < Murrathurra ) Springs. 25° 27', 132° 14'.

Musgn.ve Ranges, SA. 26 15', 13C 30'.

Nappefby, cattle station, 22° 31', 132" 45'.

ISTapperbj Creek, crossed by North-West Stock Route at 22° 49', 132 " 35'.

Nappcrby Hills, those running W-E past Nappcrby HS.

Nfcgli River, rises at 17° 4(>\ 129 25', flows NW into the Orel River. WA.
Nellie deck, 17 miles NE of Pine Creek.

Newcastle Waters, small town 17 miles NW of Elliott at 17
u

22'. 133 22'.

New Crown (Point), cattle station on the lower Finke River at 25
n

42', 134' 50'.

Nicholson River, begins at 17
J

35'. 137
J

00\ flows E into Qld.

Noiulangie. safari camp, 12" 46', 132° 39'.

Nutwood (Downs), cattle station, 15" 49'. 134 09'.

Oenpelli. mission Station on western escarpment of Arnhem Land 6 miles E of the lower East
Alligator River at 12' 20', I33

: '

03'.

Old Marsh lied, t great depression in the I anami Desert containing a chain of salt-lakes and
clay pans, characterized by dense stands of Melaleuca glomerata and the giant mounds of
\: ti\uiii('/>nr\ iri-uliae. Most pronounced from ea. 20

r
' 09'. 130" 15' (swinging SW. S,

Sb and El to ea. 20" 50'. L30° 37'.

Oqualpi Plain, 35 miles NW of Hermnunsburg, a once-famous haunt of the Oqualpi.
wrchestet comphiliatus (Finlayson 1961 : 167).

Owenia Rockshelter, 13" 30', 131° 12'.

Painter Spring. 14 miles NW of Alice Springs. 23* 35', I33
a 42'.

Palmer (reek Palmer River

Palmer River, right-bank tributary of the Finke, which it joins at 24° 46', 133
u

23'.

Parry's (reek, WA, small watercourse 17 miles SF of Wyndham.
Patonga. 12 55'. 132

J

41'.

Pedestal Hills, I anami Desert, 20" 34', 129 17'.

Pctermann Radges, 25 00'. 129" 30'.

Pine Creek, town on Stuart Highway, 13' 50', 131 50'.

Pituri Creek, flows past Tobermorey HS. crossing the N T/Qld border 2 miles SSW.
Play ford CivH. Play ford River.

Playford River, begins on Carpentaria-Barkly divide, flowing SW and W past Alexandria.

Plenty River, begins in Mount Riddoch area, flows E and SE to floodout in northern Simpson
Desert at 24" 20', 137

1

00'.

Point Charles, on coast 15 miles WNW of Darwin.
Port EssitlgtUfl, inlet on N coast of Cobmg Peninsula, II

1'
15'. 132' 10'. Also used for former

settlement on its shores, ollicially known as "Victoria''

Port Keats, mission station on W coast at I4
l

14", 1 29 D 32'.

Porl 1 angilon. inlet Oil NE coast of Groote Eylandt.

Quadjinta iQuajinta), see Yaringa.
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Quarantine Bote, 12 miles SSW of Alice Springs-

Rapid Creek, 7 miles NNK of Darwin.

Red Rank (Redbank). gorge in the western Macdonnell Ranges haliw.iy l-clueen Mount
Razorbaek and Mount Sonder.

Red Hank (Redbank) Mine. <:a. IX miles W o! Wollogorang at I7
C

II', I V7° 45'.

Reedy Rockhoie, George Gill Range. 24" IS', 131
r

36'.

Ringwood, cattle station. 23 50', 134* 56'.

Ronans Cave, near katherine. 14 2S\ 132 13'.

Roper River, rises near Maranboy. flows E into Gulf of Carpentaria al 14" 43'. 135 23

Roper River MisspQ, on the lower Roper .d 14"' 44'. 134' 44'.

Ross River, tourist camp, 23° 36'. 134 2'/.

Ryan(s) Well, on Stuart Highway. 22° 43*. 133° 2 V.

Sandover River, formed by junction of Mullet Creek and Waite Creek at 22" 30'. 13 1 3 I',

flows NE to lloodout at CO. 21 30', 137° 00'

Sandringham. Qld. cattle station. 24 03'. 139' 04'

Seven-Ten Waterhole. Orj the upper Nicholson River, IX 00'. 1 37
:

17'.

Sir Edward Pellew Group, islands in Gulf of Carpentaria opposite the Macarlhur River
esluary. centred on 15' 35', 1 36 ' 50'.

Sladen Waters (incorrectly Sladdcn). VVA. a short watercourse flowing through the Pass of

the Abcnccrrages, Rawlinson Ranges, at 24 5S\ I2X ' 17', about 5 miles N of Giles

meteorological station.

Smokey (reck, 13
J

10'. 131 06',

South Alligator River, rises on Arnhem Land Plateau, flaws N to the coast at 12
c

12', 132°
23'.

South West Island, Sir Edward Pellew Group, 15° 35', 136 52'

Springvale. south of* the upper Nicholson River, IS 30', 137 32'. Not to be confused with

the Spririgv.de 4 miles SW of katherine.

Station Point, sec Charlotte Waters.

Steele Gap. in eastern Rodinga Range. 24 24'. 135" 05', leading south into the Simpson
Desert.

Stuart HluIT Range, eentred on 22 46', 132* 30'.

Sunt Creek. WA, cattle station on watercourse of same name. 19 G9\ 128" 09'.

liiiimi. a gorge containing two long lasting rockholes (the Camel Waterholes of A. A.
Davidson), in the range of the same name, 19" 58'. 129 40'. The main Tanarni gold-

lie Ids are three miles r

The correct | aboriginal) pronuneialion is I anami (Gee 1914); 5). Nowadays the

name is frequently pronounced Tanamai. however (Italian transcription).

Tat!ami Deseli iTanami semi-desert), a shrub-savannah area lying rouehly between 18'' 00'-

22° 00' and 129' 00-134 00'. First explored by A. A. Davidson, to whose account
(Davidson 1905b) readers are referred.

Panami Desert Wildlife Sanctuary, an area of 14.490 square miles in the Tanarni Desert.
Holds good numbers of MacrOjis lagotis and contains the only extant colonies of
Lagarchesten hirsnftts known in Central Australia.

Tanumbirini. cattle station. [€° 09'. 1 34 51'.

Tarlton Downs, cattle station. 22 39'. 136
e

54'.

larlton Range, hills to the S of Tarlton Downs MS.

Teatrec Well, small town on Stuart Highway. 22 OX', 133 25'.

Temple Bar (reek, crossed by Adelaide Road 12 miles SSW of Alice Springs.

Pennant Creek, town on Stuart Highway. 19' 39 \ 134 II 7 miles S of watercourse and
former telegraph station ot same name.

The Granites, former goldfield. 20 34'. 130 21'. Tanarni Desert.

The Ne ales, SA, drainage channels entering NW I akc Lyre.

limber (reek, police station. 15' 39', 130
r

2S', nea. A < ( ocgorv's Victoria River Depot
No. I.
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I in ("reck, south o\ upper Nicholson River, crossed by track at IS" 38\ 137° 47'.

Ttotoermorey, cattle station. 22" 17'. \VJ
56/

Toko Range, lies across NT Qld bonier at ca. 12° 45/ 1 3S 00'.

lomkm-on Ranges, extreme NW coiner of SA. 26 D
10', 129 20'.

Inrtilla Flats (Uppei Adelaide River Experimental Station), W 05' 131 13/

fatter (/reek, begins N of Nnpperby, flows into Warburlon Creek ul 22 12*. 132' 33'.

I'mbakumba. mission station on NE part of Groote Eylandt.

Union {Town), former gold town 8 miles NNW of Pine Creek at IV 43'. |31 49/

I
.
Iniya. former name of Daly River Mission (t/.i.).

han Sprines, site of the new Mount Dorecn HS, at 22° IS', 130 52'. The old HS
lj 22° 03/ |3T 19'.

Victoria River, rising at <o. IS" 00/ 130' 00/ Rowing NW into the Joseph Bonaparte Gulf
;ii 15 ' 00', 1 29

J

35/

Vi i
ji < River Depot No. I, on the lower Victoria River at 15* 37/ I31C 27/ The provenance
Of most of EKey's zoological collections

Virginia Mine. 1 3 10', 13 1
° 03/

WijClai Billabonfi (Tindalfi), fib) found but probably on the Wukoinlyaira Plains near the

mouth of the Roper River; near M.muajera Billahong (see Af^tecittftamys Ititiitfcr)
,

WarblirlOn (reck, begins NW of Nappcrby. flows into Crown Creek at 22 03/ 132 30/

vv.nlHinon Mmfon, WA. 26° 09/ 126 32/

VV/uichopr. small town on Stuart Highway at 20° 39/ 134 13/

Well 28, c awitag Stock Route, vva. 22 W, 123' 45*.

Well 43 CBiltowaggj Well), Canning Stock Route. WA. 21
c

12/ 125" 58/

Wdl 46 (K.ul. .,,,.:, Well). Canning. Slock Route. VVA. 20° 08/ 126° 17/

West Island, Sir Edward Pellew Group. 15' 35/ 136° 34/

W. - -r :.-
r r

i
( reek, U U bank tributary of the Macarthur River, which it joins at 16' 16/ 136 12/

White SiOne C reek. Marrakai plains, isolated watercourse crossed by the Woolner ir.i.-i- k
12 W. Ml 29'. Not to be confused with creek of same name in Tortilla Flats j

Willowr;.. cattle Station on the Lander River at 21" 14/ 132' >N
J

W -im.ii Swamp, Ofl Wilton River at ca. 13" MY. 1 34
J

IS/

Winn, I C I lock, Oiern l/inami Desert, begins at, IS' 56/ 130' 02/ floods out 18
,J

32/
ni' w:

Win- ( rtfek, ui-vrd by Adelaide Road 14 miles SSW of Alice Springs at 23 50/ 133
u

49/

Wollara (Wallma) aow a tourist ranch. 24
u

38/ 1
32" 17/ Not located bv Lidicker &

Mi.rh.w ( l')70 • 222).

WollOguramg cattle station, 17° 13/ 137
L '

57/

WydiffC I 'v ed by Stuart Highway II miles S of Wauchope.

Wyndham, WA, town, 15
n

2S/ 128 06/

Wyiookarn i W\ l<u>l, u n ), rockhole at 23° 36/ 120 46/ Also called Marnpie. which,
according to Tetry (1937 : 139), is a native name for the Common Bron/xwing, Pimps

/nringA (specimen 01 Ih'iioun'ui h'sitcnr obLiiined bv Einlayson): variously cited as: "Vaiinea,
12 milca vW nf Kliig'H C reck in the George Gill Range" (Einlayson 1958b: 245).
"Yaiiupa Cicck, at the western end of the Geoiee Gill Run^e" (Einlayson 1958b : 249)
.nut ".i WMk-i oilled Yarfnga a few miles south of Quadjinta*/ the latter being "'15 miles

Ol ( anuichael/s Crag, on the eastern border of the Central Australian Reserve"
' t iiihiyson 1935b: 91). On the map in Einlayson (1935c). Quadjinta lOuajinla) and
Varinga fire marked on what is probably Laurie's Creek, the ne\i watercourse W from
King'5 Creek. If it is Laurie's Creek then it has been extended much too I'ai SI

Vkpnga would therefore be W to NW of King's Creek, not SW.
Yirrkahi, mission station on NE coast at 12° 15/ I36

r
53/

^ nciwfum.i. aboriginal settlement, 22" 15', 13T 48',
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KEY TO MAPS

Map 1

• Antechinus bellus

A A. macdontwllensis
V A. bilarni

Map 2
• Antechinus maculatus

A Planigale mgrami
± Dasycercwi cristicauda

Map 3

• Sminthopsis rufigenis

£. m'/i/a

A .V. jroggatti

^ S. psammophila

Map 4

A Sminthopsis crassicaudata

V iS'. marina oaldea

Map 5

A Sminthopsis hirtipes

^r Phascogale ealura

• P. tapoalaja

Map 6
Antechinomys spenceri

A /J. lanigcr (scnsn Into)

Map 7

• Dasvurus haUucatus
/). geoffroii

± Dasyiiroides bymei
Map 8

• Isoodon macrourus
/. auralus

Map 9

Macrotis tagotis

^r M. leneura

Map 10

A Chacropus ecundutus
V Perameies eremiana
• Petauras hrevieeps

Map 11

• 7 rieliosurus arnhemensis

k
7". vulpecula
Petropseudes daldi

Map 12

Bettongia lesueur

± specimens

k
peripheral localities of reported

range
• Petrogate braehyotis

Map 13

^ Lagorchestes asomatus
L. conspicillatus

A Finlayson (1961) and earlier

^ 1961 onwards

Map 14

| Lagorchestes hirsutus

• Peradorcds concinna

Map 15

• Onychogalea unguifera

A O. lunata

Map 16
Petrogate penicitlata lateralis

% P. p. venustula

A P, longmani

jfc" Pi wilkinsi

Map 17

© Macropus agilis

Notoryctes typhlops

Map 18

Macropus bernardus
± M. robustus

Map 19
• Macropus uniilopinus

Megaleia rufa
northernmost records

Map 20

^ J'scudomys fteldi

• 7'. gracilicaudatus

A P. (Icsertor

Map 21

O Pseudomys delicatulus

A P. hermannsburgensis

Map 22
Pseudomys forresti

• Melomys sp(p)

[
Notomys ampins

^ i N. eervinus

I
/V. juseus

V AT* hngicaudatus

Map 23
Notomys alexin

• .V. aquilo

A llydromys clirysogaster

ifcr Xeromys myoides

Map 24

A Zyzomvs woodwardi
V Z. argtirus

• Z. pedunculatus

Map 25
• Mesembriomys gouldii

V A/, macrurus
-& Lepoiillus aidealis

Map 26
• ConHums penicillatus

B Rattus villosissimus

Map 27
Rattus collctti

A P- lunneyi

Map 28
Pieropus scapulatus

• P. atecfo

Map 29
| Macroderma gigas
• Macroglossus iagochilus

Map 30
,
Taphozous georgtanus
7'. ftaviventris
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Map 31

O Tadarida loriae

T. australis

T. jobensis

A T. planiceps

Map 32
^ Hipposideros stenotis

H. diadema
© #. ate/*

Map 33
• Rhinonicteris aurantius
V Chalinolobus morio
A C nigrogriseus

Map 34

A Chalinolobus gouldii

• Miniopterus schriebersii

Map 35
Eptesicus sp(p)

• Myotis adversus

Map 36
Nycticeius balstoni

Map 37
Nyctophilus bifax

• Af. arnhemensis
A iV. geoffroyi


